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-16- RRnuhing With Rooagvelt 

t : .  the  Pollowing telegram: 

Beadquarters, Degartment of Dakota, 
S t ,  Paul,Minn., December 12, 1890. 

To the  Conananding Off icer ,  
Eort Yates, North Dgkota, 

The Division Commander has direc ted  t h a t  you make i t  your lypacial duty 

t o  secure the person of S i t t i n g  Bull. C a l l  on the  Indian Agent t o  cooperate and 

render such ~ s s i s t a n c e  as w i l l  b e s t  promote the  purpose i n  view. 

By Command of General auger. 
N, Earber, 
Asat. Adjt, General. 

Promptly t ~ o o p s  began t o  rrove out of Fort Yates. A t  midnight of the  14th,  

Captain B. G. q e c h e t  marched with "FW and "GW troops, Eighth Cavalry, o detachment 

of a r t i l l e r y ,  one Gatl ing gun and a IIotchkiss breech-loading r i f l e ,  a four-horse 

' sprin; wagon and a Red Cjoss ambulance. 

. And i n  passing, i t  might be asked: Why a l l  t h i s  f i n e  m i l i t a r y  blustel* f o r  the 

purpose of capturing one man whose ava i l ab le  force: a t  t h a t  very hour consisted 

of but  one hundred and sixty-one Indian persons, men, women and children? 

Captain Fechet made about f o r t y  milev t h a t  night  and ar r ived a t  a point  within 

two miles of  S i t t i n g  B u l l t ~  cabin, on the Grand River, Fron the re  the  troops 

advanced i n  f o r m t i o n  t o w i t h i n  twelve hundred yards of the camp and could see  it ,  

A s t range f a t a l i t y  here summons a t t en t ion ,  

The troops had been ant ic ipated  by a body of over f i f t y  Indian po l i ce  who had 

been mysteriously rushed ahead of them. 

%ho then, vre may ask, ordered these po l i ce  out? If i t  was the Indian Agent 

a t  Standing Hock, t o  whose orders they were general ly understood t o  be subject ,  

d id  he do 80 on h i s  o m  respons ib i l i ty  o r  under orders from higher au thor i ty  in 

the  background? Was the  move i n s t i t u t e d  independently, o r  i n  cooperation with 

the cormnanding; o f f i c e r  a t  Fort  Yates; and, i n  any event, how did  i t  come about 

t h a t  the po l i ce  were allowed t o  supersede the  mi l i t a ry3  Above a l l ,  we may ask, 

was i t  due t o  mere coincidence t h a t  t h i s  body of p o l i c e  was led  by, and i n  charge 


