
Ranching With Roosav 

Jua t  h m  much they appreciated t h a t  stew we didn' t  know u n t i l  the following 

day, when t h e i r  i n t e rp r e t e r  appeared t o  inform us t h a t  i f  we would repeat  i t  they 

would s tage  a war dance f o r  our spec ia l  benef i t ;  but not deeming i t  wise t o  

encourage such ap ,exh ib i t ion  we declined with thanks. 

This, i n  f a c t ,  waa during the opening period of the so-called *Messiah 

Ghost Dancew craze, when the Indians had again become unset t led  and res t l ess .  

A s  the time went on, rumors t ha t  t rouble was b~ewing  became more and more inten%$ve. 

A t  length  i t  would appear t h a t  the  Bad Lands was f u l l  of hal f  crazy ghost dancing 

Indians l i k e l y  t o  descend upon us a t  any moment and l i f t  our scalps,  many or the 

ranchers aming  heavily i n  consequence. Por ourselves, while na tu ra l ly  

fee l ing  uneasy, we were taking with a gra in  of s a l t  much o f  what we heard, i f  only 

because we hnd been unable to  loca te  even a t race  of an Indian anywhere on our 

range. Then came the culmination i n  the k i l l i n g  02 S i t t i n g  Bull ,  of which I w i l l  

have more t o  say, succeeding which the excitement quickly die4 away. Excitement 
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which from a l l  we could learn ,  never would have arisen/  had the Indiana not 

been driven t o  i t  through starvation.  

But even had they ac tua l ly  broken out ,  I have good reason f o r  thinking 

t h a t  t h e i r  just wrath would not have been v i s i t ed  upon us ,  a t  l e a s t .  This *as the  

way of i t ,  

Hidtng t o  the top of a command ng bu t te  one day, while horse hunting, I 

dismounted and proceeded t o  ca re fu l ly  sc ru t in ize  the  surrounding country through 

my f i e l d  glasses.  Suddenly there came i n  a gu t t u r a l  voice from behind'me: 

"How? 

Surprised, I turned quickly to  f ind myself faced by a l a rge ,  well aet  up, 

pleasnat-looking Udian ,  whom I could not r e c a l l  having seen before, grinning 

hnd holding f o r t h  h i s  hand. 

Evidently he had arr ived on the  scene before me, ly ing hddden among the  

near-by rocks, doubtless t o  s i z e  me up before disclosing himself. Clearly every 

chance had been h i s  had he wanted t o  take a shot a t  me. h far as E knew, as he 


