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the caa@, i t  was because he had been lad t o  believe t ha t  - among others  - 
he was a sufferor due t o  t h e i r  al leged depredations. Personally, I cannot 
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, r e c a l l  having heard him say / a word agains t  them. Moreover, i t  is a 

mat ter  of record that l t A t e r  on, while serving &a a member of the C iv i l  3@rvice 

Connisaion i n  Wa+ingtton, he went out of h i s  way Qo improve the conditiana 

holding on the upper Missouri River reservations and t o  see t h a t  the Indiana 

were accorded a sqare deal,  

When we r e a l l y  want t o  ge t  a t  the  other  fel lowis point  of  view, the 

bes t  way t o  do i t  is  t o  make an honest attempt t o  s t ep  i n t o  h i s  shoes. To do 

80 i n  the  case of t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  hunting par ty  -:(of the  t r i b e  dominating 

the  Bad Lands country but a few years before - is  t o  ge t  something of  a t r ue  

ins igh t  t o  t h e i r  feel ing8 upon r ev i s i t i ng  i t  now f o r  the  f i r s t  time s ince  

they had been segregated upon t h e i r  reservation,  

Ln the  reoent pa s t  i% had been a l l  t he i r s ,  both by r i gh t  of t r e a t y  

and inheri tance,  Their hunting grounds. A M f r e m  the "Great Sp3tit,w which 

they were n ie ther  underestimating nor misusing. In l a rge  numbers the  buffa lo  

and prong ho had roamed over the  0 een h i l l s  of the "Slope Country." 

Jus t  over the main divide,  t o  the  westward, the Bad lands  had teemed with 

game of o ther  va r ie t i e s .  Fu rbea r ing  animals and b i rds  were there i n  quaati ty,  

Everywhere, as Z have m i d ,  were glor ious  sylvan val leys  permeated with the  
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wild romantic atrhosphere in,whioh they'had grown up. It was a land of plenty,  

of music i n  the  a i r ,  of the  'God-given freedom of t ru th ,  of' unshackled nature,  

of all-out-doors, ao t h a t  peace and happiness had reigned ' i n  the iVfigwam. 

How, a l a s ,  they found it a l l  d i f ferent .  O f  the  buffalo,  a l l  t h a t  
. 206 

remained was a ghast ly  reminder in / the  form o r  an occasional bebaching skaleton 
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s t i l l  ungathered 'by the bone teems. Replacing them were the  vaat  c a t t l e  herds 

of the inva8ing White Man which the  Indians might touch only a t  t h e i r  pe r i l .  

Everywhere, the  b i rds  and smaller animals were fewer and wilder than they had 


