July 31, 1929.

The Recorder,

Order of Indlan ¥ars,

Room 2020 Munitions Building,
Bashingzton, ..

Dear Sir:

Colonel 5.C.Festal, Chief, HEistorical Section, Army W¥ar College,
has suggeested that I ap.ly to yowr for assistance. I am engaged in pre-
varing a Life of the celsbrated Sicux leader, Sitiing Bull, and wish to
comrunicate with officers now,living who pasticipated in ths campaigns
against the Flains Indians, partéedlarly the Sioux and Chsyenne (1862-9L).

Colonal Vestal also informs me that the Order of Indian wars
hee much material which might be of use to me. If you will be s good
28 to tell me what material you have, and how I may galn access %o it,
I shall be very grateful.

It is my belief that officers of the Army who knew the Indians
understood them rather better than other white men, for the Indian culturs
was essentislly a warrior culture. I am therefore anxious to gather the
impressions and recollections of such officers,

Perhaps I shonld explalin that, although kmown since childhood
by the name of my step-father, Campbell, I prefer to publish under my
own father's name, Vestal,

Pleass help me. I shall be happy %o give you full credit for
your aid vhen my boock is published,

Faithfully yours,

#.5,.Camnbell

formerly Captain 335th P.h., AE.F.



