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In spitc of all »precautions, hovever, on Yctober 4, the Cheyeunes
ctossed_the Unibn Yacific Railway at Alkﬁli Station, a counsiderable dis-~
t@noe east of S&dn&y. ¥ithin an hour after réceppt of the news ¥ajor
Thoraburgh, with the trcops at Sidney,kwere on board of a train,
hastening torard the place of the crossing. Cantain Mauck, with the
troops following on the trail from the Department of the iidssouri,
arrived only a fev hours later. dasjor Thornburgh, with his small detach-
ment of cavalry and mounted infantry, pushed ahead rapidly upoan the trail,
the rest of his infantry following in wagbns as fast as they could,
through a very difficult country, selectsd by the +ndisns, full of
high hills of soft sand, and destitute of water aund grass. All of Thorn-
.burgh's &agons were soon abandoned andAhis troops pressed on, from |
Cctober 6 to Cctober 10, with only such sunvlies as could be carried
on their horses. On VYetober 10, Thornburgh's command, vholly out of
rations, joined a column of five troops of the Third Cavalry, under Major
Carlton, nezr the Niobrara Tiver, where, {inding further immediate
pursuit impracticable, the two commands marched Lo Camp ohe ridan, ﬁebr.,

having suifered severely for want of Zood and water, znd being com-

pletely‘worn out by the hard pursuit throuzh the sund hills. Ceptain
Mapck's eoﬁmana was exhausted by their long march all the way from
Texas aﬁd their rapid chacge of the fagitives, so they moved to Fort
,Sidﬁey, Whencs-they conducted the Lporthern Chsysunse prisonefs, held
there, t0 the ?ndian Territory. '

On October 15, the comﬁanding}offioer at Fort Robinson telegrsphed
that Iodians had run off stdek in that vicinity, so Major Carlton's
eolumn of the Third Caiél:y étarted from Camp Sheridan for Fort Pobin-
 ,§0&.~ The samé duay the coumanding officer of Fort Sidney reported the
,’}bapturé of two Cheyeunes, by a party of cowboys, on Sneke Creck. Lhe
f@iisoners’stated the fugitives hsd intended to reach the Cheyennes,

suppogﬁd,?be?:aﬁgEort,Ksogh,wﬁsnt., whers, if permitted to stay, they -




