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purpose of disarming spd «ismounting the bands from vhich'frouble'

wae expscted. Before Colonel ﬁerritt could reach there, however, affairs-

had assumed such a threatening aspect that it was determinea to arrest

and._cigarm.tie.sedtens with such force as was st hand. Accordingiy

Colonel *“ackerzie, Fourth Cavalry, vith eight troops of cavalry, on
Octobe r,.22y..succeeded, =2t night, in surrounding and surprising

Red Cloud's and Red Leaf's bands, so that when daylight dawned on the

v25d, the Indians surrendered “ithout firing a shot. the jndians,

pumbe ring Jbout four hundred warriors, were at once disarmsd and, Ffollow-

ed by theiryfamilies, with camp ecuipage apd'property. waerse brought

into the agency, where they were released and »ubt into camp. About ssven
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hundred ponies were captued, together with o1l the Brme and amngnixiaam
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the tndians had sbout their persons and in the lodges.
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Genaral Crook then had = council with Spott&& *ail, and, satis-

*1Ticd that the lattsy 1nteﬂdec to be loyal to tne ﬁOVcTnmént, placed thlS‘
Indian in charge of all the +ndians at both Red Cloud and Sspotted Ta 1

agencies, deposing Red Cloud, and the conduct of whose followers had
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given evidernce of zpything but proper intentions. These Indians were

the same who had killed a large part of the gsrriscn of Port thil,
Eearney{ in-1866, =and who h;d,‘in 1874, thrsatened to msssacre the
people at Red Cloud Agency, because they attemnted to hoist the United
Stapes flag over it.

The troops composing what had been known as the "Big born expedi-:
tion," under General Crook, having been distributed to thelr statiouns
for the winter,~an0therAcalumn, kaoown as the "Powder Ziver 8XD9dlthﬂL~a
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Was. organlzud, and lsft Fort retterman iovember 15, 1876. 1t consisted
of Troopﬁk; Seccnd Gavalry, H and K,‘?hird Cavelry, B, D, E, ¥, andfg

M,»Fouith’CaValfy, and H and~L, Fifth Cavalry, the cavalry being all

‘commanded by Col. . S. Mackenzie, Fourth Cevalry. The infantry and




