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Hostile Indians, 1l868-88
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PD. 49=-75

:

February 21, Major Brisbin, Second Cavalry, with four trcops Second
Cavelry, a detachment of Company C, Seventh Infantry, & field-gun and fifteen
citizens, numbering two hundred and twenty-cne officers and men, left Fort Ellis;.

Mont., to march to the relief of a party of citizens, besieged by Indisans,

&t the trading-post at Epg§~£35§g, reaching there on March 4. The original
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-~ {Lieutenant~Ge#feral Sheridan, December 13, 1875.

iparty had consisted of torty-six men, who defended themselves deperately in
ia stockade, until the relief column of troops arriced. Six persons had been

?killed, eight wounded, and thirteen had excaped by night, onlyﬁgzﬁeteen being
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ifound left in the stockade, and these were broqght off by the tr00p3‘~

a In November, 1€75, Indian Inspector E. C. Watkins reported to the
Cormissioner of Indian Affairs the attitude of certain wild an@ hostil&ibandé
of Indiens, under the lezdership of.§arious chiefs or head-men%;who ﬁere'rééﬁipg
about Dakota and Montana. ’ |

Some of these bands had never accepted the reservaticn system, would

)

not recognize the authority of tke government, and insisded upon re@aining,

wild and perfectly free from control. Of this class was "Sitting Bull," who.

was not a chief, but a "head-men," and whose immediate follbwing did not ex-

eed thirty or forty lodges. o

Among the In¢ ’;;f;rred to were scme who had not only attacked settlers
and emigrants, but
Arickarees, and othey fibes who were friendly <to the whites. Inspector Wetkins
recormended, therefﬁﬁ&;;that trodis should be seﬁt into the:;cunfry inhabited
by these wild and roving g.nds, topunigh and reduﬁe them to subjecnon. His

report, with the views of the Commissioner o#” '¢ndian Affalrs, together with the

recommendation of the honoreble Secretgry'of the Interiorétyat these¢ Indians
. & : ‘,y',*}‘

_be informed they must remqye to reservations before Jaﬁﬁ;ry 31, 187¢, or in

event of thetr failure to do so by that date, that they would bte turned over

to the War Department, were all referred by. the Géneralf the Army to

had alse been in the habit of making war upon the Mandans, .
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