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February 21, bkjor  Br isbin ,  Second Cavalry, with four  troops Second 

Cavalry, ii detachment of Company C ,  Seventl- Infant ry ,  a field-gun and f i f t e e n  1 
c i t i z e n s ,  numbering two hunbed and twenty-cne o f f i c e r s  and Zen, l e f t  ----.-- Fort  -..- Ell:tj: ..- 1 
LIont., t o  march t o  the  r e l i e f  of a p a r t y  of c i t i z e n s ,  besieged by Ind ime ,  1 
at t h e  trading-post a t  p o r t  Petise, reachicg there  on blarch 4. The o r i g i n a l  

fizkk). had c ~ n s i s t e d  of  for ty-s ix  men, who defended themselves deperately ir 
I 
I 
'a stockade, u n t i l  t h e  relief column of troops ar r iced.  Six persons had been 
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? 

%.*, 
k i l l e d ,  e igh t  wounded, and t h i r t e e n  had excaped by night ,  only --.-. LI 

ffound l e f t  i n  the  stockade, and tl-ese were brought o f f  by t h e  troops a 
I n  N o - ~ e ~ b e r ,  e, Indian Inspector E. C. Ratkins reported t o  t h e  

i 

Commissioner of Indian i f f a i r s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of c e r t a i n  w i l d  and h o s t i l e  bands 
i < - i ' 

-- 
I of Indians, under the  lehdership of various ch ie f s  o r  head-~en,  who were roaming. 
i Y 

, 

about Dakota and Montana. 

Some of these  bands had never accepted t h e  reservat icn  system, would r ,  
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not recognize the  au tkor i ty  of t h e  goverment,  and insis$& upon reMaioing . . 
" , 5 B 

wild and p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  from control.  O f  t h i s  c l a s s  was " S i t t i ~ g  Bul l#"  who - = 

was not  a ch ie f ,  but  a "head-men," and whose immediste following d id  not ex- 

h e e d  t t i r t y  o r  f o r t y  lodges. i' 

-, -_ 
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Anon(; the  I n  re fe r red  to  were sone who had not only at tacked s e t t l e r s  *- _/' 4 

and migran t%,  but a l ee .  been i n  the  h a b i t  of makfnk war upon t h e  Mandana, 
--, . 

Pzrickarees, and oth&'f r i b e s  who were f r i end ly  4 0  the  . , a h i  tes .  inspector Watkins 
2 

recommended, t h e r e b y  t h a t  C r o o p ~  should be eeht  i n t o  t h e  country inhabited 

by t t e s e  wild and roving ds,  t o  p p $ *  and r e d u a  Wtm t o  subjeckion* His P , 

;eport, w i t h  the  views of the  Commissioner oi"indian Affairs, together with t h e  
C 
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recommendation of t h e  honoreble S e c r e t t r y  of t t b  1nterior: that  these  Indians 
, /" 
;,a"' .' be informed they must r e w e  t o  reservht ions  befo,re 3aitqiry 31, 1876, o r  i n  

* o  

event of thePr f a i l u r e  t o  do so by t h a t  da te ,  t h a t  they would be turned over * 

t o  ;he Tar D e p a r t m ~ ~ t ,  were a l l  r e fe r red  by the  ~ ~ n e r a l . p f  t h e  Army t o  

- ( ~ i s u t e n n  Sheridan, D e c d s r  13, 1875. & '$ - +a" J. 0 
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