
provoke  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  s o  a t t e n t i o n  w ~ s  t u r n e d  t o  F o r t  A .  L i n c o l n ,  
L: 

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  W o r t h e r n  a c i f i u  k i l r a o d ,  as t h e  n e x t  mos t  s u i t a b l e  

p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  w a s  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  f r o m  

F o r t  t a r a m i e .  G e n e r a l  T e r r y  was d i r e c t e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  a s t r o n g  

e x p e d i t i o n  a n d  p l a c e  i t  u n d e r  t h e  coumand o f  L i e u t  . Col.  G. A. C u s t e r ,  
-' ~ 

S e v e n t h  C a ~ : ~ l r y ,  who was  r e g a r d e d  as e s p e c i a l l y  f i t t e d  f o r  s u c h  an  

u n d e r t a k i n g .  Yhe reconnais+sanca was e m i n e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l ;  t h e  c o u n t r y  
w 

o f  t h e  B l a c k  bills w a s  f o u n d  t o  c o n t a i n  p l e n t y  of f i n e  t i m b e r ,  
-.* 

c ~ n i i ~ d s r a b l e  good s o i l ,  a n d  a n  abui ldance o f  w a t e r  a n d  grass. Gold  

was a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  by t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a s u b s e q u e n t  r u s h  

of m i n e r s  ana o t h e r s  who were  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  E e s t r a i n e d  f r o m  a 

g e n e r a l  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  c o u n t r y .  Upon t h e  v e r y  sat is-  

f a c t o r y  r e p o r t s  o f  t h i s  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  t h e  recommendat ion  f o r  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a l a r g e  m i l i t a ry  p o s t  i n  tha t  s e c t i o n  was e a r n e s t l y  

r enewed ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  of I n d i a n  

, af fa i r s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a p o s t  was nut a u t h o r i z e &  u n t i l  s e v e r a l  
i 

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when d i s a s t e r s  h a d  o c c u r r e d  wh ich  might have  b e e s  

a v e r t e d  b y  t h a t  g r e a t e r  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y  wh ich  would  

have  b e a n  r e q u i r e d  b y  the  t r o o p s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e ,  


