™ : .

1874 ;¢ = \ Hostiie ‘ndians,1868-82
PPe.38-9

provoke hostilities, so attention wus turned to Fort A. lincoln,
at the end of the Yorthern facific Railraod, as the next most suitabls
point of departure, though the distance was much greater than from
Port Lagramis. General Terry was dirscted to organize a strong
expedition and place it umder the command of Eiggy: Cols G+ A. Custer,
Seventh Cavalry, who was regarded as especially fitted for such én
undertaking. The reconnaissance was eminently successful; the country
of the Black 8Bills was Eound to contain plenty of fine timber,
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—~>lconsiderable good soil, and an abuddance of water and grass. Gold
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was also discovered by the expedition, leadiang to a subsequent rush

%of miners and others who were with difficulty restrained from a

?general invasion of the Black #ills country. Upon the very satis-
factory reports of this reconnaissance the recommendation for the
establishment of a large military post in that section was earnestly
renewed, but unfortunately for the subsequent history of Ipndian
affsirs, the construction of g post was not authorized until several
years latef, when disasters had occurred which might have been

5 averted by that greatsr familiarity with the country which would

have been required by the troops intended to be stationed thers.



