
During t d e  year 1874 the northern por t ion  a f  the d i v i s i o n ,  the 
--.~-.--&*--d- . * ' 

Department o f  Dakota, en$ oyed comparative quie t .  i n  t h a t  department . - 2  " .-r * 

were loca ted  t h e  maj-ority. o f  the h o s t i l e  bands o f  Sioux, some o f  them 

on r e se rva t ions  along the  ~ i s s o u r i  River ,  some on & i l k  River f a r t h e r  
-". , 

north,  near t h e  B r i t i s h  boundsry, and o thers  roaming over the  v a l l e y s  
\ *  

1 of t h e  Big Horn ;  fe l16v:s tone ,  and rowder F ive r s ,  occasional ly coming 
E 

: i n t o  Red ~ l o u d ' s  o r  Spotted Tail's Agencies t o  draw r a t i o o s  and o ther  
C 

suppl ies .  Ocoasi3nally they made a  dash about For t  Lincoln t o  s t e a l  
1 ,  

I s tock ,  o r  a  r a i d  i n t o  hontcyla, i t h  a t t a c k s  once i n  a while upon 
4- 

weak bands o f  f r i e n d l y  %?iians such a s  the  $?!andans and Rees. Th i s  

c ~ n d i t i 3 n  o f  a c f a i r s  was poss ib ly  owing t o  the  l i i i ' i ted e x t e n t  of 
t 

exposed f r o n t i e r  i n  the Department of  Dakota, which compelled the 

lndians  t h e r e  t o  seek f o r  plunder a n d  sca lps  i n  the  Department of 

the d l a t t e ,  south of them, where the f r 3 n t i e r  se t t l smen t s  ws re  mcuh 

more progressed and elrposed. 

I n  8rder  t o  b e t t e r  con t ro l  the  fndians  making these r a i d s ,  f o r  two 
0 

o r  t h r e e  y e ~ r s  i t  was recommended t o  e  t a b l i s h  a l a rgs  m i l i t a r y  

post i n  the  country kuoi:n a s  the Black H i l l s ,  s o  t h a t  by holding 

an i n t e r i o r  poin t  i n  t he  hear t  of the fndian  country,  the t roops  could 

t h r e a t e n  the v i l l a g e s  and s tock of  the fndian  i f  the l a t t e r  r a ided  

tne se t t lements .  K i t h  the consent of the --.-'. -I- 511-.-s+%* **X , Y1 

Secre tary  of the % t e r i o r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  having exclusive con t ro l  o f  
-.. 

Indian a f f a i r s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander was authorized t o  make a 

m i l i t a r y  reconnaissance i n t o  the country about ah ich  only dreamy ..- ". -. . 
s t o r i e s  had h i t h e r t o  been t o l d /  Por t  Yaratnie , Wyo., about 3ne hundred 

4 

miles  f r o m  the Black H i l l s ,  was f i rs t  se lec ted  a s  the p o i n t  from 

which t o  f i t  o u t  the expsdi t ion,  but a f t e r  v i s i t s  i n  person 

t o  thczt pos t  the  d i v i s i o n  commander f o u n a  the temper o f  the fndians  

i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  such t h a t  a n  expedi t ion  f r o m  there would probably 


