
a n d  E. C. B r o o k s  was t h e  s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t  of wGw t r o o p .  

E x a c t l y  a t  m i d n i g h t  t h e  l i t t l e  column of c a v a l r y ,  e b o u t  one  

h u n d r e d  t r o o p e r s ,  t r o t t e d  o u t  of t h e  p o s t .  It w a s  a b e a u t i f u l  m o o n l i g h t  

n i g h t  and n o t  v e r y  c o l d  f o r  tha t  t i m e  of t h e  y e a r .  1,e wore  our  l i g h t  

b l u e  o v e r c o a t s  and  c a r r i s a  no  b l a n k e t  r o l l s  on  o u r  s d d d l e s .  We had 

b e t w e e n  f o r t y  and f i f t y  m i l e s  t o  r i d e  b e f o r e  dawn a n d  t h e  h o r s e s  mu& 

n o t  be  w e i g h t e d  down w i t h  p i c k s .  The ga i t  was t h e  t r o t  f r o m  start  t o  

f i n i s h .  

Ba l fway  f r o m  s a t e s  t o  Grand P i v e r  o u r  t r a i l  c r o s s e d  uak C r e e k  

whe r e  t h e  command was h a l t e d ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  Feche t c a l l e d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

t o  h i m  at  t he  h e z d  of t h e  column. TTGent lemen,  " said h e ,  w C o l o n e l  Drum 

t o l d  me a n  I n . d i a n  c o u r i e r  would m e e t  u s  h e r e  and t e l l  me how t h e  h d i a n  

p o l i c e m n  a r e  g e t t i n g  on w i t h  t h e i r  job  a n d  g u i d e  us  t o  them. ;me have 

b e e n  h e r e  s e v e r a l  m i n u t e s  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n  of t h e  c o u r i e r .  L ly  o r d e r s  

a r e  t o  secu2.e t h e  p a r s o n  of S i t t i n g  3 u l l r  k h a t  d o  you  t h i n k  we s h o u l d  

d o ,  w a i t  h e r e  f o r  t h e  c o u r i e r  o r  go ahead?l l  Our unaminous a n s w e r  w a s  

"Go ahead."  

"Tha t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  I h a d  a l r e a d y  made up my mind t o  do ,  

h e  a n s w e r e d ,  " b u t  & am g l a d  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  me . You may r e t u r n  t o  you r  

t r o o p s .  * 

In a m i n u t e  o r  two  t h e  command " P r e p a r e  t o  m o u ~ t ,  h o u n t w  w a s  

g i v e n  b y  word  o f  mouth ,  ( t r u m p e t  s i g n a l s  c a r r i e d  t a o  far  one t h e  s t i l l ,  

crigp n i g h t  a i r ) ,  and t h e  t r o o p e r s  wno had b e e n  d i m o u n t e d  t o  r e s t  

t h e i r  h o r s e s  swung t h e m s e l v e s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e i r  s a d d l e s  and t h e  t r o t  was 

r e  s u m  d. 

Day w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b r e a k  a n d  we w a r e  s t i l l  a b o u t  two m i l e s  

f r o m  t h e  edge  of t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e  down w h i c h  t h e  r o a d  l e a d s  i n t o  the 

v a l l e y  o f  Grand  B i v e r ,  whs n  s u d d e n l y  we saw ahe  ad o f  u s  t h e  dim f i g u r e  


