4files to Nicholson, Aug. 4, 1876 (3)

an'! maks his way out through the hllls on the opposite of theriver
but was una le %o do so from the faot of the ateepness of the bank,
Failing in this move and as the Indians belleve fully reallzing

the trap into which he had bsen drawn he rsornssed the river
thinking that he might possibly cut his way back through the
Indian camps and escapa by the way he came in. But the Indlans claim
to have had 40 warriors to every one of Custer's men and once
demorali.ed wers an easy prey to the enragsd Sloux and Chsyemmes
only walting to exterminate the whoi.e party. After the return
from the attempt to cross th river - the struggle was a hand %o
hand fight - Custer leading his band to the right & then back dnwn
the river to the point where they first forced intn the "Slough"
whaere the were so completsly surrounded as to be unable to escape
in any direction and most of these remaining llving weré dragged
from the.r hors:s & killed. Custer and a few otherd did succeed

in riding thouzh & over his enemy and reached an emlnence neEr by
only to be met by thousands on the sarroundlng hilles where he met
the same fats of his whole com and.

The Indlans say that after the troosps were driven intoc the
Slough they wer: completaly demoralized and were an easy pray/siql
showing or givl :g but Xittle reslistance - each one seemed tryilng b
escapa #EENSEE instead of trying o fighi. They report that
Crazy Horse and 3it‘*ing Bull wers not killed & that less than 60
Sioux and Cheyennes wers killed. The greater portion being kilied



