
!TERRY'S ORDERS TO CUSTEI2 

Passing now t o  t h e  b a t t l e  ard events imnediately preceding it, I will cpo t e  a few 

l i n e s  from Gen. Terry's wri t ten  orders  t o  Custer: "The Departmnt Commander des i res  t h a t  

on you r way up the Rosebud you should thoroughly examine t h e  upper p a r t  o f  Tulloch s 

Creek, ard t h a t  ,vou should endeavor t o  s a d  a scout  through t o  Colonel Gibbon's column, 

with information of t h e  r e s u l t  of yaur e ~ a r a i n a t i o n . ~  I n  godfrey's  fir st a c a u p t ,  page 

366 of t h e  Century, he says; ". . . .the scouts, who seemed t o  be doing t h e i r  mrk tho- 

roughly, giving specia l  a t t en t i on  to t h e  r i g h t ,  toward Tullocht s Creek, t he  valley of 

&.ich was i n  general  view from t h e  divide, Once o r  twice s igna l  s m k e s  were reported 

in t h z t  direction." In the  last pr in t ing  he adds t h e  wards, 'lbut investigatiorl  did not  

confirm the  reports, IJ On page 14 of t h e  p u p h l e t  he 8lso  adds a note t h a t  t h e  "suoke 

puffsn supposedb seen, were c loudlets  of xnis t formed during t h e  night  i n  tfr! valleys, 

and wafted over t h e  h i l l t o p s  br t h e  breeze. The staterrrnt t h a t  tb s m u t s  gave espec ia l  

a t t en t i on  to the r i gh t ,  "towards Tullochts Creek,r1 has no foundation, Lieut. Vanurn said 

(page 31, Journal) t h a t  i n  all h i s  ins t ruc t ions  from Custer i n  r zgard t o  scoutirig, he  

never even heard of Tulloch's Creek, and he r e i t e r a t e s  t h e  s t a t e m % ~ t  i n  l e t t e r s ,  George 

Herendeen, one of Gibbon's scouts, was es2eciaU.y sent  by the l a t t e r  f o r  the purpose of 

briaging the  information to Gibbon s e t  f o r t h  5.11 Terr;rls order quoted, but &en ne roae 

t o  Custer, on t he  mlirch and said to hi;l tgHere is where I: leave SOU, General, the head- 

waters of Tullochls is near," Custer tra3rel2 Looked a t  h h ,  b u t  ne i ther  gave him ; dis-  

patch nor ever, made repld7. I u  both pubiications t h i s  %%as a gra tu i tous  assuir~ption k 

Godfreg i n  suppcrt  of CLIS t e r ,  b u t  l i k e  Frp, he s t r a in s  the point to  breakiag, bj the 

inference " that  a s  thsre  w s s  nothing t o  re?ort  on Tullochls Cree!:, no r epo r t  was rmde." 

T k  re2der Is d s o  referred t o  Lieut. Hare's stctement, (page 31, Jotlrnal) "1: had Heren- 

deen x i t i ?  ,ye 03 t he  rtorning of t h e  25th, &ad he went i n to  t k ie  f i g h t  with nie. Mo orders 

were given me +a send hi?[ on ~ i i j  det,ciLed d ~ t ~ ; ,  although 1s told .-IS t hz t  h e  1 ~ 6 :  cexqectd 

t o  ca rq-  d i s g a t c h ~ s . ~ ~  &uch m r e  similar t e s t i ~ o ; ~  rilight be ,>reduced. 
- 
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He nolr coma t o  t h e  c j q  of tk bbsttle, June 25, 3rd a t  ofice discover c h g e s ,  0~d.sskons 


