
the government before the eyes of the savages were grest  ly  t o  be deplored. The 

Indians had always been promised good treatment and f a i r  dealing i n  trade, i f  

they would leave the war-path, forsake t h e i r  wild habits, and become a good and 

peaceful people. The author does not pretent to  say that  the Indians were i n  the 

leas t  jus t i f iab le  i n  going on the vmr-path on account of the bad treatment 

received from the high and dignified o f f i c i a l s  of the land., yet it i s  a fact  

beyond question, that  the average Indian is very sensi t ive i n  regard t o  the 

treatment he receives, his mind being quite c lear  upon subjects with which he 

i s  acquainted, and h is  only recourse against fnjustice,  o r  what he may consider 

dishonest and unfair  treatment on the part  of the whites, i s  to go on the war- 

path and seek revenge i n  bloodshed for  h is  real  o r  fancied wrongs, just as Bain- 

in-the-Face joined tke hos t i le  forces of S i t t ing  Bull, to  avenge his treatment 

at the hands of General Custer, i n  being arrested and held a prisoner i n  the  

post guard-house a t  Fort A. Lincoln, during the winter of  1875, not many months 

before Custer's l a s t  ba t t le .  Revenge fo r  wrongs inf l ic ted  upon himself o r  h i s  

race, is the f i r s t  a r t i c l e  i n  the Indian's moral creed, hence it is f a i r  t o  

presume tha t  ne w i l l  carry a revergerul s p i r i t  i n  his  bosom, u n t i l  i t s  consuming 

f i r e s  a re  quenched by a higher civi l iz ing influence than any eyt applied to  hi&, 

and .mtil he i s  thoroughly subjugated and raade t o  obey the laws and regulations 

of our cornmon r ~ l e r s . / ~ . 1 3 2  

Since the l a s t  administration came into power in  1877, there has been a 

decided improvement in  Indian a f f a i r s ,  and the Indians themselves report progresa 

among the i r  respective t r ibes  i n  a measure beyond t h e i r  anticipation. 

One canse of t h i s  marked change fo r  the be t t e r  i s  attributttble to  the non- 

interference of the President with the Secretary of the Inter ior .  Another is 

found i n  the fact  that Secretary Schurz, while fstithpdl t o  a l l  the several 

divisions of his  departmefit, gave t o  the Indian service h i s  special  attention. 


