
(1940) i n  his 88th year, and who, i n  1870 was war correspordent f o r  tne New York Tjmes, 

Chicago Tribune a m  ~ o c k y  Mountain Hews, of Denver. Mr. Strahorn was a ~ s i g m d  to Gen. 

Crook's dimaxon, ana took p a r t  personally i n  everg b a t U e  and skirmish i n  which Crook's 

forces  wers arlgaged througnout tne campaim. &. Strahorn i s  prominently mentioned ana 

thanked by the then Secretary of Vlar, fo r  his courageous help i n  the  Crazy Horse f i g h t  

of March, 1876, and pa r t i cu l a r l y  iaent;ioned in Capt, John G. Burke t  s well-known work, 

"On the +%rder With Crook,- f o r  dist inguished brave21 and ga l lan t rg  i n  act ion against  

the  hos t i l e  Indians on every occasion in which Crook's troops engaged. There is no 

more competent l i v i n g  author i ty  on the pa r t  played by Crook's forces  i n  the Sioux Cam- 

paign of 1876, than Bdr. Strahorn. I n  explanation at' Crook's f i g h t  on the Rosehd, 

June 17th,  ana his subsec;uent re tu rn  to his base on Goose Creek, near tho present c i t y  

of S heridan, PIyoming, Mr .  Strahorn wrote: 

nDear I&, Brininstool: Y w  question as t o  wny Crook, with his 1,100 men r e t r ea t ed  

t o  Goose Creek after the Rosebud f i gh t ,  and ca l l ed  f o r  remforcments, i s  ea s i l y  answered. 

After some hours of p re t ty  c lose  f i gh t i ng  with a body of Indians estimates aJ.1 the way 

from 2,UW to 3,000 or  4,000, and inc iden ta l ly  thir r e t r e a t  down a narrow gorge (known 

today as the  "Dead Canyon of th m!sebuatl) towarci tne l r  main comnand on the L i t t l e  Big 

Horn, we happemd t o  be riding w i t h  General Crook and his s t a f f  a t  tb head of t h e  

column i n  pursuit .  Suddenly halting, and ra is ing his hand as  a s i gna l  f o r  that ,  he  

turnea square back up through the ra-e - of course facing the c o l m  all the way 

back - ard with a disappointed look. I made bold t o  a s k  him why this move? He sa id  

t h a t  wi th  a l l  thos e wourded on our hands, and wi th  an aubuscade c lea r ly  i n  s igh t ,  he 

would not take his men down in to  tkt hole. 

ltSo we r e b r n e d  to the ba~t.let'iela, camped the re  f a r  the night, and buried our 

dead, which we k u  been carrying, arrl ,mde campfires over t h e i r  graves t o  mir l ead  the  

Indians, i f  possible (who would na tura l ly  have dug thean up to g r a t i r y  t h e i r  usual  ap- 

p e t i t e  f o r  plund e r e  ) 

" T h a t  night, Crook took the necessary s t eps  t o  discover j u s t  the s i t ua t i on  d m  


