
t o  make up for  th preious time t ha t  had been l o s t  i n  our f u t i l e  hunt for  the valley. 

My bat ta l ion  reachea the t r a i l  Custer had followed, ju s t  i n  advance of the pacic-train, 

and pre t ty  cl-8 te a boggy place where I thought water fo r  the animals could be gotten. 

So, perhaps f i f t een  minutes were consumed i n  watering them. 

Jus t  a s  my battalion pulled out on the t r a i l  from the watering-p~ace, the advance 

8. 16 mules of the pac~- t r& flewdored in to  the bog, going up to  tk packs i n  mud. However, 

I ctnrldnft spare thz time to  a s s i s t  i n  extricating them, as thie i s  wholly one of those 

perquisites of the owner of t h a t  duty - i.e, guard to  pack-train, and is by no means 

a labor of love. 

Abart two miles from th i s  bog, we passed a burning tepee, tne tepee being cpi te  

handsomely decorated in colors i n  Indian a r t  s tyie .  Dismounting Sroan ny horse I peeped 

in to  the tepee, and on a bed made or forks of (and small limbs of) treeo, was stretched 

t lz  body of an Indian warrior. A s  I hadn't time to investigate a s  t o  the causes of his 

having been made a 'good Indian', 1 remounted my horse and kept tne battalion pus- 

on a t  a s tlff walk. 

A mile o r  so fur ther  on, I met a Sergt. Kanipa, coning from tne aujutant 01 the 

regunmt with orders -- writ ten -- f o r  the commander of the pack-train. I told the ser- 

geant the pack-train was about seven miles back, and he could take the order to  the com- 

manding off icer  of the pack-train t o  hurry up the packs, a s  1 had nothing to do with 

tha'c - t na t  Capt. MeDougall was i n  charge of the pack-train. 

About a mile or  so fu r the r  on I met Trumpeter Martin, who had brougt-ds a writ ten 

order, which I have. It has no date. It sago: 'hn teen ,  come on; big village; bs quick; 

bring packs. u. Bring pact a. COOKE1 

It was about two miles from %jar Re110 f i r s t  crossed the L i t t l e  Big Horn that  Mar- 

t i n  met me, and a b u t  two and a half miles fran the burnirg tepee. I dia not know whose 

t r a i l  I was  f ollowii~g. I askea Martan, a f t e r  reading the note, about the village. He 

said the Indians were a i c  'skeddadling', therefore there was l e s s  necessity f o r  me t o  

go fo r  the packs. I could hear no f i r i n g  a t  t ha t  time. 

.I was then riding four or f lve  hundred yards i n  advance of the bat ta l ion witn my 


