
Porter ,  came over t o  my bivouac, where, s ib t ing around, were four  o r  f i v e  ofi'lcers en- 

gaged i n  l i s  tenirg to Lieut. DeRudiot s yarns. However, I placea my saddle i n  posi t ion 

for a pil io~v,  spread my saddle blanket for  a bed, and no t i f i ed  tb gentlemen ' that  I was 

going in f o r  what s leep  I couict pick up, as  I was impressed with the be l ie f  t h a t  we 

wmld not r e w r i  i n  t h ~  camp a l l  night. ' The off icers ,  however, went on wi th  t h e i r  

conversation, and before  I haa c a g h t  a wink of sleep,  an order ly  f rcu  regimental haad- 

quarters came, wi th  t h e  information to UE t o  meet a t  once a t  headquarters. 

It was then p i t c h  dark, so I cal led up my f i r s t  sergeant and d i rec tea  him see 

p. 1 2  t n a t  everything was i n  order f cr an imneaia te move, a s  I diant  t thm&r w= r~ould be ai- 

lowed t o  remain i n  t h a t  camp a1 the nighz. The sergeant assured me t h a t  everything 

w a s  i n  good shape; so  I then s t a r t e d  t o  find General Custer 's headquarters. I had not 

gotten f a r  %hereto when 1 stumbled across Lieut. Edgerly, who informed me t h a t  i t  was 

not necessary t o  go any fur ther ,  a s  the only orders were t ha t  we were to move a t  11 

o'clock t h a t  n ight  -- a t  which hour we did  move. 

However, the re  was an h a r  anu a CELL consumea i n  get t ing the pack-train across 

Mud Creek. Col. Keogh hau cnarge of the packs on t h a t  move, and the column remained 

impatiently on the  otner  bank of the creek while Keogh was superintending tk  crossing 

of the pack-train. Sone l i t t l e  time a f t e r ,  tb column got s t a r t e d  on ttle march. The 

only guide of d i rec t ion  I had r'pr my t roop wao the pounding of the cups on tne: saadles 

or  the men i n  r ea r  of the troop preceding me i n  tb column. 

Aku t th i s .  time Col. Keogh rode up t o  me, complaining t h a t  he couldn' t tel l  head 

or t a i l  of the pack-train -- dlunf t mo* *re in oheol they were -and what Has ho 

g o ~ r g  t o  do about i t ?  I told  him to take i t  easier ,  t h a t  nothing but an lndian could 

run one of those mules off .  Some of the packs, of course, night s l i p  off  and be l e f t  

behina, but we could recover the same a t  daylight  -- and the t i n  cup pounding on the 

raadleo of the  troop ahead of me went on, all of which suddenly ceased. Tkr: column was 

a t  a halt, pack-train and a l l  spread out  together. 

I should think an hour ard a half a f t e r  th is ,  daylight  began t o  peer through, a m  

I noticed General Custer pass me on horseback. C u t e r  went on, saying not&% t o  me. 


