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P* 7 For the f i r s t  time since he t e s t i f i ed  before the Reno Court of Inquiry a t  Chicage, 

i n  1879, Capt. P. U. Benteen, senior captain of Custerlr regiment, tnc f amou Seventh 

Cavalry, here re la tes  the part he played i n  t h a t  most disastrous of Indian f ights  on 

American so i l ,  over which more controveray has r a g a  tnan over any other ba t t l e  fought 

against  the red man i n -  the United S t a b s .  

Mach of th account i o  from his own testimony a t  the Reno Inquiry; some of i t  i s  

f rm an a r t i c l e  he wrote, but never p&fsliobu, a m  a0m oL it is Xrom the personal let-  

t e r s  of Capt. bn teen .  Certain charges were made against Major Marcus A. Reno and Capt. 

Benteen by Frederick Whittaker, Custer'a biographer. A t  the l a s t  moment Whittaker xitk 

drew his charges against Capt. Benteen. He a lso  u t t e r l y  f a i l ed  t o  substantiate his 

charges against Major Reno, the verdict  of  ti-^ Court being tha t  "there was nothing 2 -- 
his conduct ~ i h i c h  requires animadversion from th i s  Caurt, and tha t  i n  view of a l l  the - - --- -- 
f a c t s  i n  evidence, no fur ther  proceedings are necessary i n  t n~s  case." -- 

No off icer  i n  the Civil  War won a more b r i l l i a n t  record than Bdajor Reno, he being 

brevetted by grades from a l ieutenant to  a colonel "for ga l lan t  and meritorious service." 

Later, he served as Assistant Instruc@r or' Infantry Tactics a t  the U.S. U l i t a r y  Acad- 

emy a t  iu'est Point. 

The testimony a t  the Reno Inquiry developed the f a c t  tha t  both Capt. Benteen a m  

Major Reno had done the best tha t  could be done with what they h d  to do with, a f t e r  

C u t e r t  s f a t a l  separation of the regiment; and that, but fo r  t h e i r  extraordinary heroism 

ana bravery i n  the f ignb on the bluffs, following Cuoterls complete annihilation four 

and a half miles d o ~ n  tb L i t t l e  Big Horn river,  the! @oops under their charge would 
- 

likewise have been wiped out. 

Capt. Benteenls testimony and extracts from h i r  l e t t e r s  proves absolutely a - c  

Bvleter had formed no batCLe plans a t  the time he made his battalion assignments; or, 
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