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" .  * As a consequence of Allison's negotiations, numerous pasties of the 

hos t i le  Indiana arrived st Poplar River  during the' month of November and ' 

the early pa r t  of Decehlber, un t i l ,  f inal ly ,  B considerable body of then had 

collected. \Then they f i r s t  arrived they professed the moat peaceful . 

sentiments, and announced the i r  intention to proceed on to For t  Buford and 

surrender to the cocuadrlding off icer  of that  post, but a a  the i r  number were 

increased by successive , a r r iva ls  they became turbulent and a r r o g a n t ;  they no 
9.t- 

longer held out prorili ses t o  surrender; they\even sssumd a threatening attitkde 
!. 

t owards  the garrison. Under tk~~iese circumstances it becarile necessary to re- 

enforce the troapa at  t:-.e go st .  Therefore Captain Bell, Seventh CnralrysL 

with h i s  own company and t h i r t y  men fronl the companies o f  the Seventh Infantry 

st Fort Buford,  was sent from that post t o  Poplar  River, and E;iajlor Ilges, with 

f ive companies of the ~ i f t 6  Infantry, was sent t o  t h e  ssrne glace from Fort 

Keogh* 

Captain Bell arrived on the 15th, 1&3jor Iues  on tha 24th of 
ii 

December. Lla j o  r Ilges immediately assumed oommand. 

The h i s t o r y  of the events vrhich followed can be best narrated i n  hi$ 

own vorda.  I therefore quote the following reports from him at length8 ;d 
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January 31, 1881. + ,  
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Sirs I have the honor to  submit the. f o l l o w i w  report of the ml3vements of the ( . '  
? $4- 
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battalion F i f t h  infantry from Keogh, and the oparations o f  the troop$ o f  . " /"+{ 
? . - - :yi 
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t h i s  camp since I assumed c o m d  of the aame. L' $$ 
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I left Po rt Xeogh, &Ion%., Deomber 16, 1880, in ok8ienoa' to  rpeoicrl 
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instructions, dated HerSam3e$arr Forb Peogh, Blont., December 15, 1880. 'Ph. * ,Lt*ddA 
r :" 

commaad was supplied with 500 ~owdi#t ~f tumuhition per mn, and 10 &@af 
I '  . 
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rations and forage. > I &  
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The batalion consisted o f  Corhpmier A, B, f$, 4 Iq  .nd 6, Pi&b In 
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