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Mndian Agency, Dakota, September 5. James McIaughlin }j

“location of enc
a‘ to Agency ~.

‘ftanding Rock Agency is located qﬁvnuthe west bank of the Missouri River, in

latitude 46 rees and 10 minutes north. y@he Indtag settlemegis extend along the Miss-
ouri, from “Cannon Ball River on the Amrth to the Grapd Riyer on the south, a fistance
‘of sixty m&les, wht%a; thg agency bullﬁings are situated feefly midway between these two
streams, /fhe Cannon Ball “tver beingjfhe northern boundarxgof“bng reservaticn,{ nd. the
Missouxi River the esstern line.- The Indians of this agancy thererore.. occupffthe northaﬁst-
ern corner of the reservation, which, for agricultmral and grazing purposes ‘combined I
belleve to be by far the best portlon of tqe "Great Sloux Reservation," so-called.
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[ ﬁ/f””" Trlbes, Populatlon, and Disposition. .,

The Indians of this agency are composed of the Upper and Lower Yanktonnais,Un-
capapas, and Blackfeet bands of the Great Sioux or Dakota nation, classed respectively as
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follows: N

: Tribes. men women boys girls total ;
- Upper Yanktonnais 157 213 131 92 593 :
. Lower Yanktonnais 236 311 196 161 904

- Uncapapas 387 512 283 281 1,463

: Blackfeet 192 227 136 134 689

. Mixed blood 27 26 22 31 106

4 Total

' 999 1,289 768 699 3,755
About 1,000 of the above-enumerated Indians are of the late hostile bands who
surrendered to the United States authorities during the early part of 1881, among whom
are Crow King, Gall, Black Moon, Crawler, Reain-in-the-face, and Circle Bear, six of Sitting
Bull's trusted lieutenants, who have all settled down do peaceful avocations, and are en-
tgaged in cultivating fields. They are anxious to possess stock and work-cattle, and with
a few ox teams to aid them in farm work next spring, I =au: confident khey wbmld augment
v%ﬁfwﬁa%xgry naterially the area of land cukg&xggeg at this agency. [ These late hostiles possess the
lelements of a pfbgrﬁ’”ive peoplé, and have m qualities. They are truthful,
fupright, and honorabde; appreciate kindness; are amenable to firm and just treatment, and
suspeptible to civilizing influences to & very marked degrees. aving become weary of strife
iith the United States Govermment, and recognizing their i 1itys to cope with the domin-
ant white race, they surrendered 1n good faith, and now ress themselves as highly pleased
EWlth the change from their past nomaftic 1ife to that their present peace and happiness,
and in order to foster this feeling and inspire copnffdence I endeavor to treat them as men,
80 that each individuval may learn to act for hi T independent of chief or band affilia-
ions. Being now in my twelfth year of contipduus service in the Indian Department, I have’
ad an opportunity of:. seaing congiderable Indian llfe, and obaerv1ng the peculiarities {

of Indian character, but in ale intefcourse with thig race,.l.have never met with any. '
ndians who poases ed sugerlon*ggg;;$;sawxavyhe late followers of :gi;;;ggwxull“ They
are the 1deal wuntubored ¢hildren of nature,™ ‘honest "in their convictions, sincere in their
expressions, anxious to learn and do what is expected of them, and afraid lest they might ;
do what would be displeasing; and whilst the old agency Indians as a rule, are well disposed,
yet they are more derelict, in many respects, than these ™late hostiles™, whose good intents
It 3 ~wtmowt Tonfidence 1, &M Who are now so anxious to improve their condittbn
and deslrous of taﬁlng a firm hold of the white mant*s clvillzatlon, through the present
means afforded them, that unless some unforeseen cdlamity befalls them, permanent peace with
them is assurgd and their steady advancement undoubted. ; »
=" Owing to the almost total failure of crops at this agency last year, “caused by o
-drought grasshoppers, and storms, there was but little seed among the Indiang for this sea-
son's planting. There was also a great scarcity of potatoes, and such varieties of corn as
;} were adapted to this climate, making it impossible to obtain sufficient seed, and being un~

able to find enough of suitablekinds, Iwas obliged to return to the United States Treasury
$162.80 of money that was transmitted to me for the purpoge of purchasing seed. I however
procured 464 bushels of potatoes, and 44 bushels of corn, apart from the garden seeds ordere~
ed by the department, from D.M. Ferry & Co., which, with what the Indians obtained from other

E sources, enableq every family -
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