
fo rmed  i n  r e l z t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  S i o u x  n . . t i on ,  as w e l l  a s  

t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r ~ i t i o n s  i n  t h e  S i o u x  

c o u n t r y *  I n  a conununica t ion  t o  P r e s i d e n t  G r a n t ,  d a t e d  d u l y  8, 

1 8 7 6 ,  n o t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  b e f  ore, t h e  d a t e  on w h i c h  Gen . Crook  msde 

h i s  s w e e p i n g  i n d i c t m e n t ,  t h e  s a c r e t a r y  o f  w a r  s a i d :  "The p r e s e n t  

m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i q n s  a r e  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S i o u x  n a t i o n  a t  a l l ,  b u t  

a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  h o s t i l e  p a r t s  o f  i t  w h i c h  . d e f y  t h e  gove rnmen t  . r .  

lJo p a r t  o f  flSerBe o p e r a t i o n s  i s  on or. n e a r  t h e  3 i o u x  r e s e r v a t i  on. .. 
The o b j e c t  of t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  ex rp . , c i t i onb  w-s i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

p e a c e f u l  p a r t  o f  t h e  S i o u x  n a t i o n ,  s u p p o s e d  t o  embrace  a t  l e a s t  

n i n e - t e n t h s  02 t h e  who le ,  and n o t  one of t h e  g e a c e r u l  o r  t r ea ty  

I n d i a n s  has b e e n  m o l e s t e d  b y  :he m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  l1 Ge n. 

S h e r i d a n  had said i n  r;t l e t t e r  t o  Gen. Sheman in Elay, 1 8 7 6 ,  tha t  

n e a r l y  s v a r y  I n d i a n ,  man, T23man, a n d  c h i l d ,  among t h e  a g e n c y  I n d k n s ,  
a 

was at h e a r t  a f r i e n d .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o  t h c  s t a t e n e n t s  ~f t h e  

s a c r s t : ~ r y  01 war and Gsn. S n s r i d a n ,  i t  s e ~ m s  m a r v s l o u s  t n a t  Gene 

Crook  s h o u l a  p l a c e  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  s u c h  unl'ounded c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

I n d i v n s  o l  t h e  S i o u x  a g e n c i e  s. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  s a c r e t a r y  o f  war a d v i s e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i n  J u l y  

tha t  n o t  one t h e  p e a c e f u l  S i o u x  h a d  b s e n  m o l e s t e d  

b y  t h e  mi l i t a ry  u u t h o r i t i e s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t'ne a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  

Gan. Sherman,  m ~ d c  on t h e  10 th  o f  ITovcnlbsr, 1 8 7 6 ,  t h a t  i t  w::s a 

p s r t  o: the " o x i g i n t l l  p l s n ' '  of t h e  u a n p a i g n  t o  d i sm2un t  a n d  d i s a r m  

t h e  f r i e n d l y  I q d i a n s  a t  t h e  ~ ~ g e n c i e s ,  .nd t h i s  deed o f  t r e a c h e r y  

was a c t u a l l y  p e r f o r m e d  a t  Zed Cloud on t h e  25d ,  S t a n d i n g  F o c k  
315 

-- oa t h e  2 6 t h ,  a n d  Cheyenne r i ve r  on / t h e  28th o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 8 7 6 ,  
* - 

by t h e  f o r c a s  of  Gen. Crook  and  Gan. T e r r y ,  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  


