
Our Ind ian '?arifrs 

a n d  o u g h t  t o  be p u n i s h e 6 .  I n  t h i s  f r ame  o f  mind ,  I n v e c t o r  V a t k i n s  

was t h e  v e r y  g e n t l e m a n  t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  would  be g r a t i f i e d  

t o  meet .  They  had  a l r e a d y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n 8  

were  n e c e s s a r y ,  and  t h e  corning w i n t e r  ti16 a o p r o p r i a t e  t i m e ;  s t i l l  

i t  w a s  i ~ , ~ p ~ r t _ : n t  t o  commit t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  t h e  measure .  

B e i n g  coilvLnced t ha t  t h e  I n d i a n s  s h o u l d  b e  p u n i s h e d ,  and  tha t  t h e  

p r o p e r  t i m e  t o  d o  ?It w a s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  I n s p e c t o r  W a t k i n s  s a i d :  

"The t r u e  p o l i c y ,  i n  my judgment ,  i s  t o  s e n d  t r o o p s  a g a i n s t  

them i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  t h e  s o o n e r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  and  - whip them i n t o  

s u b j e c t i o n .  They  r i ch ly  merit p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  i n c e s s a n t  

w a r f a r e  J n  f r i e n d l y  I n d i a n  t r i b e s ,  t h e i r  c o l , t i n u o u s  t h i e v i n g ,  

a n d  t h e i r  numerous  m u r d e r s  of w h i t e  s e t t l e r s ,  o r  w h i t e  men w h e r e v e r  

f o u n d  unarmed. . . . The gove rnmen t  owes it t o  t h e s e  f r i e n d l y  

t r i b e s  i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  t r e a t y  s t i p u l a t i o n s ;  i t  owes i t  t o  t h e  

a k e n t s  arid employes  whom i t  has s e n t  t o  l a b o r  arnong t h e  T n d i a n s  

a t  r emo te  &nd. i r ? a c c ~ e s i b l e   laces bey3nd t h e  r e a c h  9f a i d  i n  t i u e  

t o  same; i t  owes it t o  t h e  f:s.t;tier s e t t l e r s ,  who i lav6,  w i t h  t h e i r  

families, b r a v e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  a n d  hardships l n c i d ~ n t  t o  g i o n e e r  
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l i f e ; /  i t  owes i t  t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  tile cornrnon c a u s e  oi" h u m a n i t y .  n 

The r e u ~ o n s  d i v s n  b y  ths i n ~ p s c i 3 r ,  tho;lsi l  n u m r o u s ,  a r e  s t a t e d  

wits $ r e a t  b r e v i t y  as w s l l  as f o r c e ,  i n s p i r e d ,  as h e  no  d o u b t  w a s ,  

by a c o r n p a r i s m  of o p i n i o n s  x i t h  t h s s e  l ~ i l i t a r ;  g e n t l e m e  n. The 

l o c a l  I n d i a n  a g e n t s  d i s p e r s e d  3n t h e  3pper E J i s s o u r i  and i n  ':ant--;na 

--" 

d i d  n3t seam t o  be  aware  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n  32 thin,-s at: ~ t h t a c !  by 

t h e  i n s p e c t o r .  T h e i r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s ,  mads t h a t  ldil, have  n o t h i n g  

- - of  t h e  w o r t  i n  t hem,  and  f r o m  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e s e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  e s c a p e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  that much that  the  i n s - e c t  o r  said  as 


