
Our Indim :lards 

he should e l e c t  t o  be n ftirr,ier o r  u nomad. Ou~int: t o  thc barrenness of tk,e l cnd '  

v i t h i n  the reservat ion,  ~ # n d  clrought, an6 the b l i c h t  of  t'r-e ~ r a s ~ l i o p p e r ,  so long 

u s  Lane ~'uouncied, many of these  n i l d  n t t u r ~ l l y  f o l l o l~ed  th,o chase. 

klie i r e ~ t y  of 1868 ~ 7 . ~ ~ 3  riot the ;~;.oduction of the Sioux. It ans pre+):?sed 

by tke conriission, on iihich vere Ccilerals Skcman, Iisrney, Ter;.y, iind .LU,U&. 'The 

comrnission pledged tl;e f s i t h  of the  Uni tt:d S t a t e s ,  and t h e i r  honor s s  r~len, t o  

the  f ~ i t h f u l  fu l f i l lment  of  i t s  s t ipu la t ions .  In  l e s s  than il:ree months a f t e r  
p. 

tke t r e t t y  was r a t i f i e d  and proclaimed, and thus 1,ecnnie the lam of the land,  Geu. 

S h e ~ i d a n ,  by order of Gen. Sheman, issued a n i l i t a r y  order  on June 29, 10G9, 

i n  these words: "811 Indions, nhen on t h e i r  proper r e s e r v ~ t i o n s ,  a r e  under the  

exclusive control  .and ju r i sd ic t ion  of t h e i r  *.gents; they )$ill no-t L C  in te r fe red  

v~itl-~ In ally mnnnel- by the n i l i t n r y  nuthor i ty ,  except upon requ is i t ion  of the  
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spec ia l  agent res iden t  n i t h  tliem, h i s  superintendent, o r  the  / bureau o f  Indian 

a f i ' a i r s ,  ~t .iashin,cton. Cutside the n c l l  defined 1i;'its of t h e i r   reservation^, they 

Ere under t t e  o r i g ina l  and esclus ive  ju r i sd ic t ion  of the mi l i t a ry  huthori ty,  ond . 

;,s o r u l e  w i l l  be  considered l l o ~ t i l e . ~  

By ihe a c t  creat ing the i n t e r i o r  depcrtnent a l i  povjer and nuthor i ty  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  lndian a f f a i r s ,  ;:!.icl, then e;:ercised by tl-e cccretar:.~ of Tar, r.~:.s 

aes ted i n  the s e c ~ e t a r y  of the inte;-ior. Xence i t  i s  not seen how, vhen t h i s  

od.der w ~ s  issued,  the m i l i t a r y  au thor i ty  could claim suck jur ibdic t ion over Indians 

ouhside of t h e i r  reservat ions ,  n s  i t  asserSs; and i t  sa fe ly  te s ta ted  t ha t  there  

r;as no l;vr t o  sugpost thi:, claim. kioreovey, i f  the cloini were sup2orted by ex i s t i ng  

l an ,  the  Sioux, .by v i r t u e  of t1,e s t i p u l a t i o n  ir; tke t r e t&ty  of 1068, ::auld be 

protected from the  operation of the  order ,  s ince  tile r i g h t  t o  roan1 and hunt i n  the 

unceded lndian country w ~ s  guaranteed i n  the t rea ty .  This unlaxful  order ?;is, 

however, inexornbly executed u n t i l  December, 1076. Oft,course the Indians did  not 

and could not ~ n d e r s ~ a n d  why they should from time to  t i n e  be hunted doxan and 

punished f o r  exerc is ing thi?p,r ight ,  e spec ia l ly  as Congress, even a s  l z t e  a s  August 

15, 1876, appropriated the seventh of t h i r t y  ins ta l lments  t o  be used i n  paying 


