o e diti et bt A

Our Indlian ards

he should elect to ve & farmer or u noméd. Owing to the barrenness of the land:
within the reservation, und drought, and the blighi of the g¢rasshopper, so long
as came zbounded, many of fhese wild horsemen naturzlily followed the chase,

the tregty of 1868 wus not %the production of the Sioux. It was'prepared
by the commission, on which were Cenerals Sherman, Hurney, Teryy, and augufe. The
commission pledged the fuith of the United States, and their honor &y men, vo

&
the tresty wus rutified and proclaimed; und thus Lecame the law of the land, Gen.

the fzithful fulfillment of its stipulations. In less than three months after

Sheridan, by order of Gen. Sherman, issued a military order on June 29, 18¢9,
in these words: "All Indians, vhen on their proper reservations, are under the
exclusive control and jurisdiction of their sgents; they will not be interfered

with in any manner by the military authority, except upon requisition of the
' 296

special agent resident with them, his superintendent, or the / Dbureau of Indian

afrairs, ot J/ashington. Outside the well defined limits of their reservations, they

are under the original and esclusive jurisdiction of the military authority, and
- . , _ .
«8 a rule will be considered hostile.”

By the act creating the interior department all power and authority in
relation to indian affairs, which was then exercised by the sceretary of war, wus
vested in the secretary of the interior. Hence it is not scen how, when this
o:rder was issued, the military authority could claim such jurisdiction over Indians
outside of their reservations, as it asseris; and it muy safely be stated that there
was no law to support this claim.. Moredver, if thé claim were supported by existing
law, the Sioux, by virtue of the stipulation.in trhe treuty of 1868, would be
protected from the operation of the order, since the right to roam and hunt in the
unceded Indian country wus guaranteed in the treaty. This unlawful order was,
however, inexorably execufed until Deéembep, 1876. Ofccourée the Indians did . not

and could not undersvand why they should from time to time be hunted down and

'punished for exercising thik\right; especially as Congress, even as luate as August

15, 1876, appropriated the seventh of thirty installments to be used in paying




