
f l e d  i n t o  Alber ta  following t h e  Custer a f f a i r .  Chief Gall and Crow 

Wing, whose m i l i t a r y  a b i l i t y  w a s  respons ib le  f o r  most of t h e  Indian 

successes  h r i n g  the  campaign of 1875 and 1876, despised him f o r  t h e  

coward he Eas, and, dese r t ed  him a f t e r  the  b a t t l e  of the  L i t t l e  Big 

Horn. 

H i s  a b i l i t y  t o  evade t h e  white men's f o r c e s  and remain o f f  the  

r e s e r v a t i o h  was one of t h e  q u a l i t i e s  which a t t r a c t e d  many fo l lowers  

who loved t o  hunt 2nd loathed t 3 e  r e s t r ~ i n t  of r e s e r v a t i c n t s  narrow 

confines.  Even a f t e r  he hed surrendered i n  Ju ly ,  1881, and had given 

h i s  promise t o  l i v e  peaceably, he was the  g r e a t e s t  menace t h e  whites 

, had t o  contend with. 

H i s  own dledicine having f a i l e d  during h i s  sojourn i n  Canada, with 

t h e  r e s u l t  tha.t h i s  fol lowing l a r g e l y  l e f t  him, he w a s  on the  lookout 

f o r  some means of regain ing  h i s  power. He found i t  i n  a mysterious, 

s p i r i t u a l i s t i c  movement imported by an exhorte9, Kicking Bear, presumably 

from Mexico. S i t t i n g  Bull  s a w  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of such a doc t r ine  on 

aga ins t  t h e  aggressions of the  wp~ites t o  the  l i m i t .  

I n  b r i e f ,  t h i s  r e l i g i o n  taught  t h a t  t h e  g l ~ o s t s  of t h e i r  f a t h e r s  were 

ga ther ing  t o  a i d  them i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  aga ins t  t h e  a.gressions of the  whites 

and gave promise of a dzy when " the  white man would be no more t o  l a y  

h i s  hand on t h e  b r i d l e  of t h e  I n d i a n s ' s  horse and t h e  r ed  man of  t h e  

p r a i r i e  would r u l e  the  world." The army of t h e i r  f a t h e r s 1  ghos ts  were 

being l e d  by t h e  Messiah who once came t o  l i j e  on e a r t h  among the  white 

men and was k i l l e d  by them, and who, a f t e r  long forgetting h i s  red  

ch i ld ren ,  had turned t o  t h e i r  a i d ,  S i t t i n g  Bull  t o l d  h i s  people. 

This r e l i g i o n  gripped the  Indians,  always b e l i e v e r s  i n  s p i r i t s ,  as 
I 

might be expected. They accepted the  promise t h a t  t h e  ghos t ly  reinforce-  

ments of t h e i r  f a t h e r s  would come t o  t h e i r  a i d  when the  next  winter  w a s  

passed. They p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  ghost ilances, wild and t e r r i b l e  o r g i e s  i n  r, 


