
I n  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h i s  coup h i s  f a t h e r  gave a,wa,y many-horses and 

bestowed on h i s  son h i s  o m  name of S i t t i n g  Bull .  

Rot by he red i ty ,  e l e c t i o n  o r  choice was S i t t i n g  Bull  a c h i e f ,  but  

by h i s  p re tense  a t  mysticism, h i s  knowledge of t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  of 

h i s  people =d h i s  un t i e s i t a t ins  use of  t h i s  knowledge i n  playing upon 

t h e i r  ignorance, he became a l eader .  For one t h i n g  though he must be 

! 
given c r e d i t :  he had except ional  judgment and h i s  p red ic t ions  usua l ly  

were f u l f i l l e d .  Hence he came t o  be known and f e a r e d  a s  t h e  "maker 

of good medicine." H i s  holc?. upon t h e  Indians became so s t rong t h a t  

even the  contempt of r e a l  war c h i e f s  could not shn,ke t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  

him. 

It i s  not  genera l ly  known, but  S i t t i n g  B u l l  f l e d  i n  f e a r  a t  t h e  

B a t t l e  of t h e  Greasy Grass o r  L i t t l e  Big Forn, as i t  i s  S e t t e r  known, 

where Ouster a.nd h i s  men Fere ann ih i l a t ed .  The premature a t t a c k  on 

t h e  camp by %be men under Major: Reod threw t h e  Indians at the  upper 

end of t h e  camp i n t o  confusion, and had i'"u been timed simultaneously 

with t h a t  o f -Cus te r ,  t he  r e s u l t  of t h a t  engpgement might have been 

d i f f e r e n t ,  but  i t  came too  soon and  t h e  Ifidians were r e s t o r e d  t o  

order  and p r e p ~ r e d  when Sus ter  a r r ived .  Sut ;hen Reno's b u l l e t s  

r a t t l e d  thrcugh t h e  tepee poles ,  S i t t i n g  Bull  departed p r e c i p i t a t e l y  

and without bidding faremell .  Although h i s  band had t o  send messengers 

t o  him with news of t h e  v ic to ry  before hergould be induced t o  retrurn - 
and they found him many wi les  from t h e  scene of c o n f l i c t  -- he managed 

t o  persuade the  majori ty  of h i s  fo l lowers  t h a t  he had gone i n t o  t h e  h i l g s  

t o  nmade medicine. f8 And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had j u s t  before p red ic ted  a 

g r e a t  and g lo r ious  v i c t o r y  over t h e  whites gave him even more p r e s t i g e  
/ 

t h a n  ever .  

Most of h i s  t r i b e  knew t h a t  he was a coward, but they f e a r e d  h i s  

medicine and remained l o y a l  t o  him u n t i l  h i s , r e v e r a e s ,  a f t e r  he had * 


