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S i t t i n g  Bull, Sioux Chief, Or ig ina l  '"Red" with Lenine ts  Methods 

Out among t h e  h i l l s  and over t h e  vas t  p l a i n s  of the  Dakotas a 

h a l f  century ago t h e r e  r o b e d  the  o r i g i n a l  Red, v ic ious ,  d e c e i t f u l ,  

c r a f t y ,  ambitious,  and dominated by a ha t red  of l a w ,  o rder  and 

governmental au thor i ty ,  he drew t o  him the  malcontents of h i s  na t ion  

whom he r u l e d  by t h e  same 2ower and t a c t i c s  as does Lenine i n  Red 

Russia. 

This i s  not the  p i c t u r e  of S i t t i n g  Bull  t h a t  w r i t e r s  romancing 

on t h e  Noble redman, a r e  eccustomed t o  por t r ey  bu t ,  on t h e  word of 

Major James McLaughlin, ~ h o  has  l i v e d  among t h e  Indians f o r  s i x t y  

yea r s  and i s  c r e d i t e d  with k n o ~ i n g  them a s  does no o the r  l i v i n g  man, 

i t  i s  a t r u e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  famous Sioux l eader .  
\ 

S i t t i n g  was not a g a l l a n t ,  courageous, s k i l l f u l  warr ior ,  

who l e d  h i s  tri'c'e t o  v ic to ry  time and again a s  he i s  so o f t e n  describ- 

ed. Cn t h e  cont rary  he w ~ s  an a b j e c t  phys ica l  coward, never a war 

l eader ,  whose con t ro l  over h i s  people was due e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e i r  

s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f  i n  hBL ttgood medicine.* Like Lenfne he owed h i s  

sacess  t o  h i s  i n s t i n c t i v e  knowledge of huna.n na tu re  and h i s  a b i l i t y  

as an a g i t a t o r .  Iri the  l e t t e r  t r a i t  he surpassed any of h i s  nodern 

f o l l o ~ e r s ,  f o r  b y  h i s  s l y  end s u b t l e  propaganda and h i s  f i e r y  exherta- 

t i o n  when the  psychological aoment a r r i v e d  f o r  violence,  he aroused 

h i s  fo l lowers  t o  xogt r eck less  deeds of bloodshed and r e b e l l i o n  agains t  
t? -- organitged . soc ie ty .  

Eva- as a *youth he was a  f raud,  gaining h i s  s tanding as warr ior  

by h i s  f l e e t n e s s  of f o o t  r a t h e r  than by h i s  courage i n  b a t t l e .  It 

was i n  a brush between t h e  band of  Hunkpapas, o f  which h i s  f a t h e r  was 
' , 

a member, and t h e  Crows t h a t  t h i s  inc iden t  occurred. He w a s  then 1 4  
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y e a r s  o ld .  A Crow warr ior  was k i l l e d  and J w p i n g  Badger, a s  S i t t i n g  3 
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Bull then was known, was t h e  f i r s t  t o  reach t h e  body, thereby counting 

t h e  coup according t o  t r i b a l  custom, although he had not  s l a i n  the  man. B 
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