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statenent tna t  has evcr been obtained from Sixting Ball by aw v~hi te  person i n  

regard to  h i s  age, and. thnre  call be no doubt a s  t o  h i s  s incer i ty  ic a l l  he 

s ta ted  t o  Xrs. Harmon, as he appeared very much interested,  and a t  t i ne s  made 

fr iendly ges turds tha t  evinced great  eames tness and f riencship. 

It f s  almost impossible t o  get  the exact age of any Indian tha t  has been 

roaming with the hos t i l e  bards, as they become mors or l ess  con-fused, and 

ofttimes en t i re ly  l o s t  i n  keeping the count, which i s  usually done a s  followsz 

':;hen a ch i ld  i s  born, the mother takes a s t i ck  of no great  size-and cuts  a 

notch on one s ide  of it, and Prom t h a t  time thereaf te r  i t  i s  the intention t o c u t  

a notch a t  the end of every maon ( a moon is  a month), and knowing tha t  twelve ' 

months make a ye ir, and .when twelve notches a r e  cut i n  t h i s  s t i ck  they then 
I 

s e lec t  a ,tree or  another s t ick ,  and cut' a notch i n  it which denotes one year. 

:i'e can noiv readily see t ha t  i;. they ge t  conf'used i n  making the  notches, they are ,  

of course, more th& l ike ly  t o  fose the  exact age, and then they have t o  depend 

upon the  memory of the  older ones i n  the  family o r  lodges t o  help them guess and 
I 

rmamber. 

On'ly four days a f t e r  the interview with krs.  Rarmon, 1wlhen interviewed by an 

off icer  a t  "S;anding Bock," he g&ve his &e 44, and said  he w:rs born near old 
I 93 - - 

Fort George, on ?illow Creek, below the rnouth of' Gheyanne 3iver. Uext / t o  i 

himself, he considers "Four fIorns,'* who i s  h i s  fa ther ,  the grea tes t  l iv ing 
@ \ chief.  years a@ his  fa ther  was known as  the famous chief,  ? ? ~ u m ~ i &  B~11.~ 

n 

\ He says he never committed any d6predations i n  the white -*s country,-and that 
I 

he did not surrender, but only came i n  to  s tay  a few days, and now ivants the  

government TO l e t  him go; t h a t  he never made a - t r e a t y  nor sold any rand, nor made 

war on the white m n S s  government. He says he has been on the war-path since 


