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Reparations now were made f o r  making the 
show even greater; the addition of Bore crack shots, the aug- 
=enti% of the Indian contingent un t i l  it  included more than a 
hundred representatives of the Sio-ax, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Pawnee 
and Ogalnlla t r ibes,  while among the chieftains was Red Shirt ,  
a redoubtable warrior on h i s  own home grounds, and second only 
i n  Tower to Si t t ing  B-531 h imel f .  There mere more cowboys.. . . ,'. 
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Indian a f f a i r s  had not been good at home. 
mere had been ill-treatment of the Sio-a on the Pine Ridge re- 
servation, with the accmpanying cobjections of the various t r ibes 
to &at t3ey termed starvation. Si t t ing E,$1 had 'teen ~&ing 
h i s  demands at Washington f o r  bet ter  treatment of h i s  peo?le. The 
"Indian Questionf' had ar isen again, to  occupy the front  p g e s  of 
the nensppers and accordinglg to be the subject of the conversa- 
t ion at zany gatherings. %en, a mistaken zealot--&o he was never 
has been determined--sent forth word to  the v ~ r i o u s  tri'tres that he 
was Christ come to earth again, and that if the various t r ibes 
would send the i r  representatives to  a meeting place a t  Pyramid 
Lake, Nevada, he would outlille a plan by $ni & a l l  could be peace 
%Fin. 

How those repressntatives made the long journey 
i s  almost beyond comprehension. Short B u l l ,  f o r  instance, the re- 
presentative of the Ogalalla Sioux, traveled from a spot near 
Manderson, South Dnkota, across *at w 2 s  then a country with but 
few roads and no r a i l  transportation, making a part  of the distance 
on horseback and part of i t  on foot. Other representatives ac- 
com~lished the journey i n  the m e  fashion, &)f st had come back' 
to earth to a i d  the Indian. &d the Indian, suffering and desti- 
tute ,  was willing to believe almost allything. 

aCkrist,w as he existed a$ Pyramid L a b ,  Nevada, 
was different indead from the Being described i n  the Scriptures. 
&is Messiah was much older and possessed a son which he presented 
tb the chiefs without explanation. A demeated bite man with a kaow- 
ledge of magic and evidently a store of e l ec t r i c  bat ter ies ,  he 
perforsed various f e a t s  f o r  Indians and ap~eared  and disappeared 
by the s h ~ l e  routine of jumping from behlnd a large rock and re t i r ing  
the same way. H i s  message was that the Indian should adopt religion, 
and to t h i s  end, he passed fortln a queerly marked white sh i r t  which 
he called the Qlost Shirt  and which m s  to  be worn a t  religious 
ceremonial dances. h e n ,  having adopted religion, t l e  Indian5ms 
t o  &&em%ngle with the whites, marry and bring ~ l e - f a c e  husbahds 
and wives into the tribes.  If t h i s  were do2e, he said, the grass 
of the ~ r a i r i e  once more would grow green and the  buffalo would 
again roam the plains. Of course, he ms speaking figuratively, with 
the meaning that i f  h i s  idea mere followeii, prosperity would come to 
the Indian. But while the red man has a habit of tasking i n  f-es 
of speech, he also has an intense l i t e r z l  ilzclination. The represe- 
ta t ives  went back and reported what had been told them by the Messiah. 
What followed a f t e m e d s  ~ a s  a l i t t l e  piece of Indian polit ics.  


