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Preparations now were made for making the
show even greater; the addition of more crack shots, the aug-
menting of the Indian contingent until it included more than a
hundred representatives of the Sjoux, Cneyenne, Kiowa, Pawnee
and Ogalalla tribes, while among the chieftains was Red Shirt,
a redoubtable warrior on his own home grounds, and second only
in power to Bitting Bull himself. There were more COWbOYSee....
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Indjian affairs had not been good at home,
There had been ill-treatment of the Sjoux on the Pine Ridge re~
servation, with the accompanying objections of the various tribes
to what they termed starvation. Sitting B,11 had een making
his demands at Washington for better treatment of his people. The
"Indian Question" had arisen again, to occupy the front peges of
the newspapers and accordingly to be the subject of the conversa-
tion at many gatherings. Then, & mistaken zealot--who he was never
has been determined--sent forth word to the various tribves that he
was Christ come to earth again, and that if the various tribes
would send tihelr reprecentatives to a meeting vlaca at Pyramid
Lake, Nevada, he would outline & plan by which all could be peace

again.

How those repressntatives made the long journey
is almost beyond comprehension. Short Byll, for instance, the re-
vresentative of the Ogalalla Sioux, traveled from a2 spot near
Manderson, South Dpkota, across what was then a country with but
few roads and no rail transportation, making a part of the distance
on horseback and part of it on foot. Other representatives ac-
complisked the journey in the same fashion., Chtist had come back-
to earth to aid the Indian. A,d the Indlan, suffering and desti-
tute, was willing to believe almost anything, :

#Christ," as he existed ab Pyramid lake, Nevada,
was different indedd from the Being described in the Scriptures.
This Messiah was much older and possessed & son which he presented
to the chiefs without explanation, A dememted white man with a know-
ledge of magic and evidently a store of electric batteries, he
performed various feats for the Indians and apneared and disappeared
by the simple routine of junping from behind a large rock and retiring
the same way. His message was that the Indian should adopt relizion,
and to this end, he passed forth a queerly marked white shirt which
he called the Ghost Shirt and which was to be worn at relizious
ceremonial dances. §hen, having adopted religion, thé Indian:was
to imtermingle with the whites, marry and bring pale-face husbands
and wives into the tribes., If this were done, he said, the grass
of the prairie once more would grow green and the buffalo would
again roam the plains., Of course, he was speaking figuratively, with
the meaning that if his idea were followed, prosperity would come to
the Indian, But while the red man has a habit of talking in fiagures
of speech, he also has an intense literal inclination. The represen~
tatives went back and reported what had been told them by the Messiah.
What followed afterwaeds mas a little piece of Indian politics.




