The teamsters having become too demoralized to proceed, forty-one of
them were discharged and aolﬂier; were detailed to drive. The escort, now
consisted of five sampanies of infentry, numbering eleven officers and one
hundred znd eighty-five men, under command of Lieutens;;ﬁt Colonel E, S, Otis,
22nd Infentry, agein attempted to carry these mmech needed supplies to the
garr'iaon at Tongue River.,

October 15th, on Spring Creek the Indiens, increased to an estimated
strength of frum seven to eight hundred warriors, again attacked the train
which, however, formed in compaece lines, pressed on, the infantry escort
charging the Indians repeatedly and driving them back, while the tagéns
slowly advenoed, Three or four scouts fram Colonel liles' commend were met
here, having been attecked by Indians =nd one of their party killed., The
train proceeded, with the escort skirmishing, until Clear Creek was reached,
the point from which Cayta;n Miner had previocusly been obliged o return.
Here the Indians made he most determined attack, firing the prairie ami
the wagons being obliged to advance through the fiamaa. Compaetly arranged
in four lines, the wagons proceeded, the entire escort being engaged in
alternately cherging the Indians, driving them back and then regaining th;
moving teams; throa or four of the escort were wounded and a ccnsiderable
number of Indian saddles empties,

On Oetober 16th, whilst advaneing, an Indian runner approached and left
upon a hill the following communication:

Yellowstone,
I want to know what you are doing traveling on this road., You
scare all the buffalo away. I went to hunt in this place. I want

you to turn back from here, If you don't I will fight you asgain. I

want you to leav what you have got here and turn back from here,

I em your friemd,
Sitting Bull
I meen all the rati na you h.ve got and some powder. .ish you

would write as soon ss you can,.



