
aad d;rPrm fb &a& nmmd atman t o  i t s  &be .it th same timb Gemral. Tarry 

mom3 with hfa main force ~ t p  the math bank of P l s 1 l ~ t ; a z ~  Riwr eurrQ, 

I t o m  rs $mt~tfool with a ~r#rlum Wer Colomft l  John OSbboar, ecmsiautiq of four 

t ~ g .  or th. end caoalry snd six 0 - i ~ ~  the ~ l h  I ~ U X ~ W ,  miah hait 

marched emtrrard along the north ?mnk af the Halluwstcxna hwn FcYSf Ellfa,  

klontana, Dusing b!ajor Rmovo mmt, a lar- Indm trail wso biwmmrud 

along thsl RoscsW, bu% as R+no@a o;rd4crr a d  8c)ntmspZate en atfiaak with 

hi. aaall t o r a ~ ,  the trail warn only io'3.lo~6 a mffiaient dulrtance t o  

defbIt81y looats the InQians %n the vicinity of th. L i t t X e  Big H a m  Rfrer, 

a f te r  nhfch 8-0 1~lbWrne4 t o  the muth of %he RcpgdW,  

at a aomirranctl btviwn h2m.slf', Colonelai Gibbon and (%utter, on June 2bt, 

M ccmnrunlaatm% the fsl2cm3ng plan of opwatiortisrz G%bbant s i~olmm was t o  

orom the YalXmntro~~., near the aotlth of the Dig Iiorn, march for the mmth 

of the Little B Q  Norn ~ n d  theme up the 12ttw, with th amdcbl*drtr;lMi3h@ tBat 

it d d  mi- at  the 1-t m.ad  point by June mth: ma, rjith t b  

whole of the 7th Camlry, should prob~ed up th8 rosebud untfl hQ amerfiainJg( 

tlm dJslsetion t&en by ths trai l  icrr;md by Ranas if t k l a  lad t o  $he LStt14  

B i g  Rorn, it should not bs fall.lrwd, but Custar ahould keep still fur lib^ 
4 

ta %bra muth, 'Iw- turw . t;award tbit river, in order t o  int~mqif tbar 

Indtons, &ould Pkwsy attanpt $0 d p  betmen h a  and the mu~tt~ins* cmd aL.o 

in  mdm, by a longer march, t o  give the for Colonel Dibbm*a wlun to 

up* 

This plan was founded upon tbe belief that, at  ~ n c  point om tbs L l t t b  

Rig Rorn ,  a body of huatfle wazlt l  be f m d ,  ft wars iarpda&fbla to 

arrange mwementa in perileol contsryt;, as f i g h t  be dona were thrslm a r U r t m ~  

iimd objeot iw point. I was baliersd impra~f $cable t o  unite ba%h 

who could not keep ag w%th G b  rapiit n o ~ n t  of camltz)r; whil& taking 

avag the muntsd troag. *an Q.II,bbon, Oo unite with t h a w  of C*, m X d  


