end down the last nemed stresm to its mouth., :t the same time General Terry
moved with his mein foree up the south bank of the Yellowstone River and
formed a junetion with a column under Colonel John Gibbon, ccnsisting of four .
troops of the 2nd Cavalry and six compenies of the 7th Infamtry, which had
marched eastward along the north bank of the Yellowstones from Fort Ellis,
Vontana, During lajor Remo's scout, a large Indisn trail wss discovered
elong thg Rosebud, but as Reno’s orders did not sontemplate en attack with
his small force, the trail was only followed e mﬁ‘iciont dustance to
definitely locate the Indians in the vicinity of the Little Big Horn River,
after which Reno returned to the mouth of the Rosebud,

General Terry was now sstisfied as to the location of the Indians, aml
at a confersnce betm&n himself, Colonels Gibbon and Custer, on June 2lst,
he cammunicated the following pian of coperationa: Gibbon's column was to
oross the Yellowstone, near the mouth of the Big Horn, maréh for the mouth
of the Little Big Horn and thence up the latter, with the understanding that
1t would arrive at the last nemed point by June 26th: Custer, with the
whole of the 7th Cawvalry, should procéced up the rosebud until he ascertained
the direction teken by the trail found by Reno; if this led to the Little
Big Horn, 1t should not be foll.wed, but Custer should keep still further
to the south, before turning to'am'd that river, in order to intercept the
Indians, should shey attempt to slip between him and the mountains, and also
in order, by a longer march, to give time for Colonel Gibbon's column to
come up. |

This plan was founded upon the belief that, at some point on the Little
Big Tlorn, & body of hostile would be found, though it was impossible to
arrange movements in perfect coneert, aa might be done were there a Xnown
fixed objlective point, I was believed impractied'blo to unite both @giddons
end Custer's forces, because more than half of those of Gibbon were infentry,
who eould not keep up with the rapid movement of cavah;y; whilst taking

away the mounted troops from Gibbon, to unite with tiose of Custer, wduld



