sites for militery posts, one at the mouth of the Big Horm, the other

at the mouth of Tongue River, both in the wvalley of the Yellowstome.

These stations can be supplied by steamboats and will heve so important

a beering on the settlement of the Sioux Indian Questio, that I earmestly

recammend thet Congress be eelled upon to give authority for their

establishment, and the necessary funds for their construetion,""
i87¢

"Februery 2lst, Major Brisbin, 2nd Cavalry, with four troops 2nd Cavalry,
a detachment of Compemny "C", 7thL Infantry, a fielde-gun and fifteen citizens,
numbering two hundred end twenty-one officers and men, left Fort Ellis,
Mintana, to march to the relief of &8 part of citizens, besleged by Indians,
at the trading-post at Fort Pease, reaching there on ilarch 4th. The original
party hed consisted of forty-six men who defended themselves desperately
in a stockade, until the relief colurm of troops errived. Six persons had
b?aen killed, eight wounded :nd thirteen had escaped, by night, only nine=
teen being found left in the stockede, und these were bdrought off by the
troops. |

In Novemdber, 1875, Indian Inepsctor E. C. iatkins, reported tc the
Commissioner of Indian iffairs, the attitude of certain wild and hostile
bends of Indicns, under the leadership of verious chiefs or head~-men, who
were roaming about Dakote and lMontana,

Some of thess bands had never accepted the reservation system, would
not recognize the authority of the Govermment, and insisted upon remaining
wild and perfectly free from control. O0f this class was "Sitting Bull",
who was not a chief, but a "head-men”, and whose immediate following did
not exceed thirty or forty lodges.

Among the Indians referred to, were some who had not only attacked
settlers and emigrants, but who had slso been in the habit of msking wer
upon the Mandans, Arickarees, asnd other {rides who were friendly to the
whites, Inspector Vatkins recommended, therefore, that trocps should be
sent into the country inhalited by these wild and roving bands, to punish
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