
bes t  serve h i s  country i n  some o the r  department than that  of . 

the commander, and k y  request of Capt. Bagge ?.nd with the grace 

of Gen. Cook, was det .a i led t o  the  q u a r t e m a s t e r ' s  department. 

Perhaps i t  would be well  here t o  s t a t e  some of the ob- 

j ex t s  a d  purposes of the Su117 expedition. Late i~ the  f a i l  

of 1858 the  Dakotas were opened f o r  sett lement and the Indians 

ordered t o  go t o ,  and remain on t h e i r  se lec ted  and :a l lo t t ed  ye- 

servat ions. Their annui ty  was supposed, and was, f f properly 

preservad, suf f id$ct  t o  sus ta in  them there .  The Yankton Sioux 

whose agency bordered on the  l ~ i s s o u r i  Xiver between Yankton 

acd F t .  Randall, a t  once complied with the  order .  These Indians 

had come i n t o  contact s i t h  the whites and had tendencies of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  by t h e i r  own development, and r e a l i z e d  t h a t '  they  

mould not be able  t o  leave the r e s e r v a ~ i o n  t o  hunt. Bot so with 

the fndians far t l re r  up country. They never had sho -:n Eng d i s -  

posi t ior ,  t o  rexain p e r m a c e ~ t l y  on t h e i r  reserva t ions .  Unlike 

the t e r r i t o r y  around the Yankton Zeservat ion,  the country abound- 
- 

ed with l a r z e  game and t h e  lndians could not r e s i s t  the tempta- 

t i o n  t o  leave t h e  agency to  hunt nhecever and wherever they 

pleased. In t h i s  t  he;r were encouraged by :ke t rappers  2nd t r a d -  

ers ,  whose ?ueiness and p r o f a  depended on t h e  amount of f u r s  

snd p e l t s  tke indians zould secure on forbidden t e r r i t ~ ~ y .  And 

they a l l  a l i k e  agreed t h a t  the  white nan shouid not t resp8~6. ;0n  

t h i s  source of ti:eir revenue 2nd mere attempting t o  make i t  un- 

pleasant and even dangerous l o r  them t o  do so, ;nd con. Su: the 

fool-hardy nould attempt i t .  The purpose of the  expedition mas 

t o  pzrsuade the Indians, i f  p o s s i b l ~  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  agency 

and cease t h e i r  depredations, and i f  not successful  i n  t h i s  t o  


