
having been occupied f o r  some t i n e .  They had k i l l e d  an e l k  and 

were d ry ing  i t  over a  f i r e  which was s t i l l  burning, showing 

they  had h a s t i l y  l e f t .  It was t h e  noon hour and o rde r s  were 

g iven  t o  p repare  a  meal and fol lom t h e  t r a i l .  The d i s c i p l i n e  
t 

of t h e  o rgan iza t i on  was &ot v e r y  good. There was no f i x e d  and 

r e g u l a r  wag of doing any th ing .  Guns were l e f t  on the g r a s s  

o r  p l aced  c a r e l e s s l y  on t h e  wagons, so we were i n  constant  dan- 

ge r  of be ing  accidenWy shot .  One pa r ty ,  John Curr ier ,  by name, 

was s i t t i n g  cn a wagon rhen  a  c s -  e l e s s l ~  d r a m  was discharged 

making a p a i n f u l  :;-omci i n  h i s  hip .  There was no expe r t  a s s i s -  

t a m e  a t  hsnd and i t  mas evident  he should be t aken  where such 

a s s i s t a n c e  could  be secured.  H i s  mounds a e r e  dressed by h i s  

comrades s s  b e s t  the37 knen hou. Every a v a i l a b l e  t h i c g  f o r  h i s  

comfort was procured,  acd  he mas p laced  i n  one of ;he wagons, 

unloaded :'or t ::at p ~ r p o s  e, - a common lumber ivagon. An e s c o r t  
<kc,  as provided ar,d t#e s t a r t e d  a c r o s s  the  p r a i r i e ,  ~ i t h o ~ t  a  road, 

f o r  t h e  s e t  t lemexts, consuming a  d s j  and a ni,$-t . 'here t keg 

arri-:ed next dzy noon p ~ o v e d  t o  be S p i r i t  Lake, f o r t y  ~ i l e s  si7ay. 

;;hen the gx2epara;ior,s i3 camp mere complete t n c y  i 'ollovad 

the  t r a i l  t k a t  t ke  Lr,&ie.ns ?ad nade An t h e i r  escape t i~ rough  the 

grass  u n t i l  sun donn. .e scanzed the  g r e a t  l e v e l  p r s i r i e  i n  ad- 

v m c e  ~ i i t h  9 f i e 1 6  ; lass  a r d  found no l n d i s n s  i n  s i n k t .  M i ~ h t  

Gas approaching ~ r d  i t  - 2 s  eaieent  t k a t  Ye coulc? cc-c f o l l o ~ r  t he  

t r a i l  i n  darkcezs ,  t h e  Inciisns hzvinz  sevErF.1 h o ~ r s  s&ar t  and 

i n  a l l  p r o b s k i l i t j  T O U ~ G  ZcErinue t h e l r  j c c r ~ e y  throu I? the  n i&t  . * 

It was thouzht impossible  t o  cvertalre :-her?., so me re tu rned  t o  

camp, a r ~ i v i n ~  t h e r e  sect two o ' c l o c k  t h s t  n i ~ h t .  ':'he next day  

while some of t he  :Ten were scout i n s  t key  discovered horsemen i n  


