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having been occupled for some time. They had killed an elk and
were drying it over a fire which was still burning, showing
they had hastily left. It was the noon hour =nd orders were
given io prepare a'meal and follow the trail. The discipl%ne
of the organization was #ot very good. There was no fixed and
regular way of doing anything. Guns were left on the grass
or placed carelessly on the wagons, so we were in constant dan-
ger of being accidentlly shot. One party, Joaon Currier, by name,
was sitting cn 2 wagon when a ca-elessly drawn guh was discharged
making a painful wound in his hip. There was no expert assis-
tance at hand and it was evident he should be taken where such
assistance could be secured. His wounds were dressed by his
!qomradgs 28 best they knew how. Zvery avallable thing for his
comfort was procured, and he was placed 1in one of the wagons,
tnloaded Ior tiat purpose,- a common lumber wagon. 4An escort
was_provided and‘gQ’started across the prairie, without a road,

:“t There they

|_.h

for the settlements, eonsuming a day and a n

‘J.

ake, forty miles away.

r

arrived next day noon proved to be Spirit

When the preparations in camp were complete taey followdd
the trail that the Indians had made in their escape through the
grass until sun down. € scanred the great level prairie in ad-
vance with a field =zlsss ard found no Indizns in sight. Nizht
was approaching =2nd it ~as evident that we could not follow the
trail in darkness, the Indians having seversl hours sbkart and
in all probakility wouldé continue their jourrney throu h the nizht,
It was thought impossible to cvertalkze them, so we reiurned to
camp, arrivingz there atout two o'clock that nizht. '“he next day

while some of the men were scouting they discovered horsemen in



