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timber between their farm and the place they secured water. The
Indians must have known 1t was their custom to cross this ravine
at noon, for it was there that they intercepted and shot them
to death. Nothing special was thouzht because they did not returm
that evening, but next morning members of their famlilies made
search without avail, so a posse was formed and finally found
the bodies at thke place heretofore menticned. Their death came
like a thunderbolt out of a clear éky. The population was grest-
ly frightened and alarmed. There was no thouzht that hostile
Indians were in the vicinity, much less that they would commit
such a crime under the very shadow of the regiments still on the
frontier. The question arose of what to do. A party was made
up tc follow ihe Indians' trail over which they had disappeared
“he ncrses, The thouzit was tzat guch a crime could ve
committed with impuniiy st such a ;1306, that gafeiy was imperiled

for any one nesr.

A recrisition was made on the gzoverzment and state author-
ities for protection without avail., So 2 company was formed
and officers appoinitzd tovtaZe crrarge. “m. R, Tripp was first,
Dr. "m. R. Smita second, and u4llard third in command. This
ccmpany empraced abeut all :hé acle bedied men then residiang in
Tne ¢ity., &t this time t.ere was no se:.tlement from e Des
YMoines River on the east to tre Liiltle Sicux River on ths west
and noriir 1z Sac 2nd Ida counties excert Immelsburs
Spirit Law=, 8pencer, 204 a few settlers on the zast sice cf the

Littie Siovx =iver vetween thze two last named itowns. There was

a trall across the prairies :rom Cherokee to .:Elbour-e siretch-



