
JewetC, aide-de-oamp, and myself happened to dimmer rabbit just before the 
mule saw it. He renarkad that he thought we would s e  same fun when the mule 
got r little aloser t o  the rabbit. Sumenough, whd the mule got within s few 
feet d the rabbit,  Mr. Jaok made a mons'trous jump'to ohange looation, The mule 
gave a snort and started baok among the herd oq a gallop; a l l  the rest  of the 
mulea joined the leader, beaming more frightened a t  every jump and may they 
went for  the hillr about a mile away, no s t o p  or halt untPl they disappeared, 
The general ordered a rquad of oavalr~em t o  gather their hobbled aniaals and 
start in pursuit. This was dons but nary'' a mule rr8 seen afternuda.  when 
the aavalry reaahed the hills they werp m e t  by a band of Indians who beat them 
baok. Before we sould assist then b ~ t h  Indians and mulee were far away, and 
before we got near then they were a,broea the North Platte near Ash Hollow, en route 
far the Black Hills. Next day we were attaaked by Indiana near Mud Spring. m d  
gave them a l ively ohaae, the fight not ending unti l  abouf ten o'alactk a* night, 
when the men gathered in  oamp $0 prepare their supper. 

Soon af ter  their returla t o  a m p  Gen. C-onnar deoided he must send Lieut. 
-,Ommr* J4+we.t;tl dhis aide-de-barap, who had great experimoe in Indian warfare, t o  

Chimney Rook, some thirty miles north, where a large supply train in czharge of 
Leander Black was eno-ed. Warhearing the instruatfona t o  Lieut. Jewett, that 
he must go alone and .*@un the risk of riding among the Indians, I begped Gen. 
Conner t o  al low me tio acowpany Jewett. A t  that time I k d  not bean aaaigned 
to any partirrulwr .duty -- was simply a passenger in  the general's ambulanos, 
en route to joip*my company, which m s  ruppoaed t o  be stationed a t  Platte Bridge 
cm the North ht te ,  west  of Laramie. To impress the general with my olaime, 

t? I gave him t understand that I had seen mch of  the Indiana and was as capable 
of dodgink/eheir arrows as Lieu*. Jewett. After s m e  heaitanoy the gemral 
consente@+'that I might go, but instructed us t o  ride a t  lsaat s i x  hundred yards 
apart, /hahe behind the other. We llsf't a t  11 ololock, and at  daylight next morn- 
ing w were in the oamp of the supply train, and had the men aroused ready t o  
meet P' n attaok expected at daylight. The r i d e  a 8  a very interesting one, the 
night being as dark as  any I ever experienced; neither one o f  us heard or saw 
the other until we met in Blaak's oamp. / 

NextdayGen. Conner issuedan orderasaigningme dutyasass i r tant  
adjutant general, d i s t r i o t  of the plains. %r march f cm this. point (Chimey 
~ o c k )  t o  Fort Laramie was devoid of anything partioul ly exotting. We were 
detained auock  ~ ~ ~ I & Q ~ I X ! G L A  k&.m3&~xh_a_f Jul awaiting aupply trains. 8 P During this time three e x m $ t $ m g  were organi_aw , y  Oen. Comer,+. supplied with 

.'i \ trains of provisions and m i t l o n s  of WRY-, and sterf ed f& a g&eral rendesvous 
at the mouth of the Roq(lbuds, on the 8011th bank of the Yellorstone river. Oqs 
o f  these expeditions, amposed of the Sixteenth h a a s  under o-nd of Col. 

'~hornpton, lef t  us-$,,,, Q r e l e ,  marching in  an easterly direotion toward the head- 
mters of the Niobrara, *re they intercepted the second column, oomtposd of 
the Eleventh and TvrelPth Missouri mounted infantry, under c m d  of Col. H. P. 
Cole. The entire oommand, amounting t o  soma 1,600 fighting men, were ordered 
t o  p s s  north of the Blaok Hills across the  Powder river t o  the Kosebuts. 

Before starting we had a lively l i t t l e  matinee with the Sixteenth Ilansas, 
who mukfnied, the entire regiment refusing t o  go after the Indiana. They 
alleged that their term of service would be up before the expedition could be 
terminated, and that they had not enlisted t o  fight Indians -- had not los t  any 
red  d e v i l s  and were not disposed t o  hunt for any. This mutiny was prornptly 
checked by Gene Conner, who appeared the men6 wiOh hir two aglpanies of 
California troops (who were devotedly attached t o  the general), t w o  pieaes of  
artillery, and a detaohent of  the Elerenth Ohio oavalry, and formed them in 
line of battle ready for  an immediate attaok u on the Kansaa oamp unless they 8 fell into line within five minutes and promise obedience t o  orders. !be b s a r  


