
' ~ t  was July when we returned fron Larde, and the  troop f r o m  Adkinson and 

July when we left Port Leavenworth, and August when we arrived a t  Fort Larde.  

I had been consulted a good deal about camping places because of my recent t r i p  

over the  road, and now when asked by the Major I recornended "Camp MackLin," and 

there we camped. The hdians were gathering i n  great numbers. 'the plain be- 

tween our camp and Laramie was filled with h d i a n  lodges, mostly Sioux, but 

there was a large camp of ~heyennes and Arapahoes. Here and there were i n t e rc  

preters, squaw sen (&en married t o  squaw8 and l iving with or near the t r ibe  f o r  

the  purpose of trading). Now, this was an e f f o r t  on the part of the Government 

t o  g e t  a l l  the  tribes together and have them t o  pleke peace with each other, 

swear fealty t o  the Great rather, and generally t o  Mx up ratters so t ha t  t h e r e  

should be no f r i c t ion  between tribes,  nor between the  various t r ibes  and the 

Government. ilunners had f o r  months been circulating throughout the lndian coun- 

try, from the fiaissouri a v e r  t o  Fort a i d g e r  and from Canada t o  the Arkansas. 

This was in  t h e  heart of t h e  Sioux, Gheye~e and Arapahoe country. Thousands 

came, even from the f a r  northwest, from the upper Mississippi, froa headwaters 

of the bgissouri and the Yellmstone. 

 he grand o l d  ~ i o w c  Nation with  i ts  numerous branches and bands fixmished 

the greatest  number; then the handsome, the dignified, the  wiw, agile,  intelli- 

gent and brave ~heyennes i n  large nunbers, and rich in equipment. The Amphoes 

were interest ing but less numerous. These three t r ibes  were friends and allies, 

and ruled the country from Minnesota to  the Arkansas a v e r  and from the iiocky 

Mountains t o  a line dram north and south some for ty  d l e s  west of Fort dearney 

a t  the i r  o m  sweet will. 'they did not w a n t  peace with other tribes, W h y  should 

they? 'their pastures were well stocked with gme,  the  supply of buffalo was un- 
r 

l imited, the way they hunted inexbus t ib le  . 'i'hey (were r ich i n  everything tbt 

people of nomadic habits needed, and as to  peace, wkgr, wbt would life be t o  

them without war? Nature supplied all t h e i r  needs. 'L'hey d id  not h n t  for the 


