
and efficiency were l a r g e l y  i n  exceLB of a l l  the troops, s o  t h a t  i n  case  of 
trouble they were our bes t  dependsa? ce. S t r a t e g i c a l l y  the arrangement was 
exoellent.  The mounted r i f l e s  averaged about s ix ty  rnen t o  each troop, wBt' 
Troop about seventy-five and nGfl Comyany, Sixth  Infantry,  about seventy-five - 
230 so ld ie r s ,  C o n s i d e r i ~  t h a t  t h e m  were wi th in  f i f t e e n  miles of our 
headquarters more than 60,000 Indians,  &f whom pmbably 10,000 were f igh t ing  men, 
ours seemed a s l i m  array of troops. In  f a c t ,  i f  them was any disgosi  t i o n  
on the  p a r t  of the Sioux, Cheyennes ard Ara.sahoes t o  destroy us they could have 
done so  i n  an hour if given a chance t o  can? around us. but t h i s  was not 
done, O u r  cam? was formed tvi t h  great  care, The Sioux, Cheyennes m d  arapal--08s 
were allowed to  camp anTyvhere on the south s ide  of the n l a t t e  not occupied by 
troops above the mouth of Horse Cree and anywhere on the nor th  s i d e  of the P l a t t s  
o r  on strealms coming i n  from the rth , Horse Creek and the south s ide  of the 
P l a t t e  below it was reserved for roons ,  tra.ns?ortstion, parade and t r e a t y  grounds, 
,3nake Ind i sm and such other  v i s i t i u  e r ibes  as rn'ght come in,  Lines of 
sen t ine l s  were placed, i n s i c e  of which no one micht come without pemnission. 

',"e remained a rnonth i n  ttLis c a p ,  awaiting the a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  ox t r a i n  
t h a t  brought the presents f rm the 'Utssouri, they having been first brou h t  from 
St, Louis by stem:boat to Fort  Uavenworth. During t h e  time we were waiting tb 
Ccnuaissiomr was having n;de a list of all the  head rim and the  n h e r  o f  each 
band, and ranking them according t o  t h e i r  power and influence, judging by the 
rimer of followers; t hen  taking an invoice o f  t h e  goods t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  
parceling t h a n  o f l  t o  each band, turning them aver t o  tha chief  o r  subchief f o r  
d i  s t r i b u t  ion. 

The l i s t i n g  o f  the bands was an immense job, and the d i s t r i b u t i o n  must 
be made w i  t'l. as  little p a r t i a l i t y  as possible. The chl efs having been given rank 
;according t o  influence a d  following, t ? . ey  all  s a t  i11 en i ~ m e n s e  c i r c l e ,  smoking 
'with great d i g n i t y  and passing the pipe, rnemwhile som ora to r  en te r t a in ing  them 
'with a bombastic adcount o f  s a w  of his o r  h i s  t r i b e ' s  adventures. This part  of 
the entertainment was equal l o  a p o l i t i c a l  convention waiting f o r  the  e m i t t e e  
on ~ s o l u t i o n S  to report.  m i d s t  the grunts o f  appmval a s  the o ra to ry  went a: 
a chief was called iin t o  hssdyuarter.. and soon returned deckeC off i n  fill 
mj.=r-gpneralls uniform fmn: head to foot ,  The= the l ine was drawn by t h e  
I r r d t m ;  he s t i l l  i-fears h i s  m.csasins - he c o - i d  m t  walk ir, boots - wearins a 
s ~ b e r ,  medal viith the head cf the TresiCent on oqe s i d e  and c l a q e d  kands on the  
other, FEI ca r r i e l  a docurient with an Zmmer,se seal  ribbon thereon - e c c l a ~ e d  
ir, u l a rge  e n v e l o ~ e ,  t h a t  he may show all comers what the Great Father th inks  of 
h i m  - w h a t  ran? and power he wields among his f e l l o m n ,  This and h t s  medal he 
value3 m lls than a l l  e lse .  The.y give him the ent ree  t o  the carny, of the emigrant, 
w h o  r r , u ~  t, ~ e r f o r c e ,  hzrs c onfidmce i n  and feed him s i n c e  he  cores with these 
proof? of  the love the  aforesaid S rea t  Tather has f o r  hila Tken f o l l o * ~ ~  another 
major-generzl x i t %  decorations subs tan t i a l ly  the sm.e. EIcving exhausted the list 
of 1v;ajor-generals, the3 f01Jcmed the b r i ~ - . ^ d i e r s ,  then nurncmus colonels, l i e u t e n a r t  
colone?,s, major?, cz;tains and  I.ieutensnts - as Hill mderson s s i d  - "'Till y P r  
can't  res t ,  lr a17 T;rlth meCa1.c: o f  c ~ m e  '5nd ~ n 3  all w i t \  a paper - "Cer t i f i ca te  o f  
Cl;t;racter, "' Borporal  Fergwon c a l l e d  it. These paperc Fad been prepared, ) 
peo?xbly, i~ the Indian o f f i c e  ;.. i J~sh-bnpto~,  ~i tk! a blank space l e f t  t o  fill 
12 the name. there were gre- t  nurnber.3 of braves - z multitude vrfio were 
m t i t l e ?  t o  8x13 ~ c e i v e ?  some d i r t i y u i s k i n g  uark i n  the m y  of m d a l  o r  c t h e r  
decoro;tions o r  raper, 

Several days were giver. to t h i s  "(ligni t3; business, ** as L:clJcnz.l? ca l l ed  it, 
and " i e  n fcllowed t 5e  d i s t r i b c t i ~ n  cf goods, In this t h o  roll was called as 
before, mc? t k e  p i l e  turned over to the head ran, who shouted out his i n s t r x t i o n s  
aEd parceled mkt the goods, a d  sLrunce say there  seemed t o  be  l i t t l e  wrangling o r  
dSsa t i  ~ Iae t io r s .  In  ebch cyse t?~! goo& ~ r . 7  packe4 ~n yonie.: *-ken t o  t h e  
cap -&erc +hey T.cl_on;ed, "5s ? ~ O T ~ S ~ C E B  mere given out  l a s t  and i n  g rea t  
quanti t ies,  and t3e feusting nA* gocd humor vies geneml. The d a i l y  scenes and 
incidents  of' Ihur stey them rere  sf the grea tes t  i n t e r e s t ,  of ten  verg' excit ing;  
sherri battles were a d a i l y  feature,  an6 they shmedthe i r  yroweFe to  the white men, 


