
the Snakes, though not  om t o  five o f  the Sioux, vrould have defended themselves \.\ 

successfully,  a d  the b a t t l e  wodd have been the ms t bloody ever laown amongst 
the wi ld  t r ibes .  They had c a m  Tmpared f o r  t h a c h e r y ,  and with t h e i r  splendid 
equip:t:ents f e l t  f u l l  confidence i n  t h e i r  & i l i t y  t o  cope w i t h  any b a d  upon thEz 
plains. Havirg quickly x!~ourrted the troop, H a s t i n ~ s  took a posi t ion  where he could 
overlook tkie actions of the tr ibe .  

&re I met Dridger the f irst  time. He spoke on behalf of ths Sankes, m d  
to19 Lieutenant Bastings w b t  he a l ready knew, tkt the  Snakes had beenassigned 
a zos i t f  on hear  h '  s troop a d  asked where tb y c ouU damp w it ' out i n t e r f e r i n g  with 
the drago~ns .  Hastings t o l d  him t h a t  I knew the ground all about there, an3 
turning to  ine said: "Corporal b w e  show Cgptain Bridger the l i m i t s  o f  our  camp 
and give h i m  a11 t h e  a s s i s t a m e  you can." That o d e r  was ' icense f o r  llle to stay 
cn Bridger ts  s t a 3  i n t i $  a camp was mde.  Then and tbre Lowe became a Snake, 
and t b  o ther  t r i b e s  were n o t  i n  it, 

I gallopped o f f  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  mountaineer, whose f o r t  I had seen 
dotted o# rzy a t l a s  a t  school a few years before, I: showed him the  f i n e s t  camp 
imaginable, and he was pleased. I asked him if he had any objedtions t o  my staying 
wit ' :  him unti  1 the camp %as formed. ''No, youky: Imn, these are the fhnest Indians 
on ea r th ;  s tay  w i t i ,  me and 1'11 show "m to youon Soon the column was i n  notion 
and they went i n t o  c a p  in t h e i r  om p e c u l i a r  way. Every pmmimnt point was 
dotted b y  a sen t ine l ,  q u i e t l y  wra~ped  i n  his blanket,  gun ready for use. Bridger .................. said:  nWell, y o u s e e  that  fool Sioux, etc....... 

I returned t o  the dragoon camp, in a couple of hours jus t  as Major Chilton, 
with the  Indian commissioner, Colonel luiitchel, and some o t h e r  came i n ,  and I was 
sent  back wi th  Colonel Nitchal s compliments to  requsst  Captain Bridger, a s  b 
was then c a l l e d  t o  CQ ;?s aver, I dd. ivered the mesaage, and returned w i  t h  Eridger, 
who spent sane hours w i t h  the Com~iss ioner t s  party. Somehow, I had conceived 
a g rea t  l i k i n g  for and f e l t  g r e a t  confidence i n  Bridger. The acquaintance had 
been shor t ,  but he impressed me as a m s t e r  in h i s  l ine ,  a& when I r e l a t e d  t o  
Sergeant Hooper and others  what he had sa id  to me, all seemdd to partake o f  ttib 
same feeling, and wha fever anxie ty was s t i m e d  up by the inc idents  of the day 
quieted down. \ m i l e  conceding his carnage, no one adclired t h e  judgmnt nor the  
t reachers  of the Sioux, who f i l l y  expected t o  arouse h i s  t r i b e  t o  b a t t l e ,  and 
but f o r  the  brave i n t e r p r e t e r  he m&@t have done 80, thou@ sure death awaited 
him. The a t t i t u d e  of the  Snakes, the cool, d e l l b e r a t e  a c t i o n  o f  the chief ,  the 
staunch fi m e s s  of his warriors and the qu ie t  demanor of warnen and children,  
who were per fec t ly  sew-yossessed - not a s ingle outcry fmm t h a t  v a s t  paradd 
save the om c r y  of defiance tha t  went up spontaneously a s  the cbief ra ised  h i s  
gun to take  aim a t  tihe Sioux. The scene wzs impres3ive, a s  showing the f a i t h  
t h a t  band of warriors  had i n  eacho&er; the e n t i r e  confidence of t h e i r  famil ies 
i n  them; the se l f - re l i ance  a l l  thmugP~. It was a lesson f o r  s o l d i e r s  who mfght 
never again see such a grand displey of s o l d i e r l y  manhood, and the lesson was 
not l o s t .  Every d r a g o n  f e l t  an i n t e r e s t  in that t r ibe .  

I n  about a week a f t e r  the incidents above re la ted  we moved t h  i r ty- four  miles e a s t  
of Laraxie to where Horse :reek flows i n t o  the North P l a t t e .  It was a b e t t e r  
canning ground fbr t h i s  g r e a t  mass of I n d i m s  because of more morn, g rass  and 
water. Horse Oreek cams i n  from the southwest, and on the  n m  s i d e  of the  Plat te  
was another creek comlng ih tram the narthwest, s o  tihat the  camp coi-11d spread out. 

Being i n  command, the  Ma jo r  placed his awn troop and Captain Ketchumts 
company be10 w the mmth o f  Horse Creek. Thi a remained head.,uarters . Two troops 
of mounted r i f l e s ,  now Third Cavalry, were a shor t  d is tance  above, One troop 
remairrsd to m r r i s o n  Fort  Larsonie. The dnakes followed' us on the march dow, and 
cmned near us. One thing was plain2 i f  t b r e  was any t rouble between t r o o p  
and Indians, it vould not be between t roops  and Snrkes, and tb Snakes i n  numbers 


