
They were, when I first saw them, tram tro to three miles dis tan t ,  coming a t  full 

speed towards us and cheering. I immediately sounded the alarm, 4ireotin.g eome of my 

squadron t o  mount, and ca l l ing  out t o  General Crook, who was playin@; cards with some of 

his off ieere ,  tha t  the Sioux wewe rapidly approaehing. 

He ordered me to  report  to him with my squadron a t  onceo men I met him a f t e r  

crossing the stream, a i c h  was very boggy, I told him we were about to  be attaeked by a 

l a ~ g e  force, and t h a t  the Indians were coming from due north. He to ld  me t o  maroh 

rapidly and aa soon as I got to  higher ground t o  take the bluffs and hold them. I did 

so. What orders he gave to  others I have never known. There are msmbers of the !third 

Cerpalry here, and they would probably corree* me i f  I made mistakes. In a l l  of t h i s  

f i gh t  I do not remember to  have received a single order emept  from General Crook per- 
' eonally er h i s  Mjutan t ,  Major Nickeraon. 

I mzrehed a s  rapidly as I could through the rough and broken rocks, and a8 Boon as  

I got on smother  gave the canrmand "front into l ine,"  and sounded the charge, 

There were two prominent rocky ridges, the first about a half mile from where I met 

General Crook, an8 the second probably about a half mile fur ther  on. Vhen I reached the 

first ridge the leading Indians were there but gave wey. There were large boulder@ at  

its foot ,  some large enough to  cover the s e t s  of four honeea. I digo~unted and directed 

the horse hoadera to  protect them behind these rocks, advincing the men to  the top of the 

ridge where the boulders were smaller, but of a s i ze  to  protect one or two soldiers,  and 

appeared to  be just  what we ranted t o  f igh t  behind. We met the Indians a t  the  foot of 

t h i s  ridge, and charged r igh t  i n  and through them, driving them baak to the top of the 

ridge. These Indians were moat hideoue, wery  one being painted i n  most hideous colors 

and designs, stark naked, except t he i r  wccasine,  breech clouts  and head gear, the l a t t e r  

consisting of feathers  and horns; some of the horses being a l so  painted,and the Indianls 

proved then and there that they were the best  cavalry aoldierra on earth. In  chargiag up 

towards us they exposed l i t t l e  of t he i r  person, hanging on with one am around the neck 

and one leg over the horse, f i r i n g  and lancing from undedeath the horse8 necka, ao tha t  

there tnaa no part  of the Indian a% rhich re could aim. 


