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When we arrived at Fort Phil, Kearny the whole command went into camp near that
ruined post on the headwaters of Goose Creek, between its two forks, almost under the
shadow of Cloud Peak of the Big Horn Mounteins, where General Crook had made arrangementis
to meet 250 friendly Indiens, Shoshones, Crows and Snakes.

We marched thirtyefive miles the first day until we ceme to a lake or swamp of
about five hundred yards diameter, the headwaters of the Rosebud, whieh I have marked on
the small mep,

We remained there that night., There were no buffalo, and we could not learn any-
thing from the friendlies about the enemy, The next morming, the 17th, at sunrise we start-
ed on our march down the Rosebud, without any indication of danger, General Crook had
previously to do only with the semi-nomesdiec tribes, and from conversations with him I
felt he did not realize the prowess of the Sioux, though it was hard to think that he was
not well informed by his numerous guides, scouts and especially the 250 friendly Indians,

About 9,30 or 10 o'clock, General Crook being with Ceptain Henry's squadron marked
*C* on the left benk, signalled & halte Van Vliet's squadron D" was in the rear of Henry,
and Chambers® bettalion marked "E" was in the rear of Van Vliet, and the packers were in
the rear of Chambers, My squadron of four troops of the Third was in the advance on the
right bank marked "A," followed by Captain Noyes with five companies of the Second marked
"B," Everything was quiet, the day was beautiful, clear and very warm. All had unbridled
end were grazing for perhaps half to three-guarters of an hour, when my ecolored servant
observed he heard shouting, and knowing thet his ears were better than mine, I advanced
up the hill towards "D" until I got to a high piees of ground, when, looking north, I saw
on the crest of the horizon about two miles distent, great numbers of moving objects, look=-
ing somewhat like diatant crows silhouetted on the clear sRy ebove the horizon, I soon came
to the conclusion that they were Indians in great numbers,

The friendly Indians were supposed to be in advence to find the enemy far us. General
€rook and the troops on the left bank of the river were prevented from seeing anything to
the north by the rising bluffs befween t@ﬁ and the approaching Indiens, I am satisfied that -~
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I was the first person to observe the coming hostiles. ////



