L J

Ootober 19, 1929.

Colonel Wm. H. C. Bowen, X

1020 Pairview Baulevard, N
rortland, Oregon. -

Dear Sir:
I wish %o thank you very much for your kind lstter of
Uctober 10+ I find it very helpful.

Your account of hls apiearence et rfort Buford is very
intercsting. lils fall from the leadurship of what he regarded
a8 the greuatest nation in the world must have besen s terribie
shodk~ enough 1o breuk his heulih and spiriss.

You say you suw him in Cotober, 1876. I take it you
were with Generul Miles et that time. I have read his memoirs
and understand that he bhud a council or v.o with Litling bull
about shat tinme. vere you within earshot of these councils:
I would be glad to havs you tell me morc of this Tirst sight
of Litting Bull, and of the wovemsnis of Lis people end the
army. The Indians' story of that moeting is somevwhsat at variance
with $hat of his book, and I am anxious Lo get things ¢ traightened
out. V¥ory often, I find that, if I can get 8ll the detmils together,
what seemci like contradietion is almply elavoration. S0 1 shall
be graveful if you will give me your recol.ections of thut meeting,.

Did the Indians stand oif ‘he troops, or av.empt vo?
Can you say vhat part OSitiing DBull took in this actiones L find
that white nen gonerally take e slighting view of his abilities
as a warrior. Lut the Indlens hoid a very different opinion, 1
finde The fact scems to be thoet the history of the indians at that
tine was largely written in wer tiwe, and hus never heen re-uritien.
I am not trying to make & case for Sitting bull. bLut if the balance
has been locded ageinst him, I want to straighien 1t., So far, the
Indians have not had much to say in print about their aside of the
affair. I hsve questioned many of them~ half a dozcn- ~ho were
preaent thero and could give the words of the ccuncil verbatim, -
1 used different interpreters and tzlked to them separately on
different occacionss They all say that Miles wade peace, tulked of
putiing them on reservetions, and then~- alber the started home Yo
carp~ begen to fire &t them. Lvidence so taken from eye-witnosses
would stend in & court of law, I think. That is why I wish to get
this straight. For from all I cen learn tiles was extremely fair
to the Indiens- &t leact ip kis writings. 1n his memoire, however,
he gives & very sketohy account of these councils, much less elaborate
than that of the Indlans. If you can help me, pleaee do.



