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Another point that Mclaughlin tries to meke is that Sitting Bull was e
coward and” d1d not take part in the battle against Custer, On the other hanmi,
I £ind that some say he wga not in the camp. Others say he was and quote his
speech uxging the werriors to defend their fumilies, This is one of the moat
important points to be cleared up, asince most of the adverse criticisns on
Sitting Bull have been bssed vpon this point,

If ho was there, what part did he take (a) in the attack on Reno (b) in
the attack on Custer. Did he supervise the flight of the women and childrem
instead of taking part in the battle? Or was he far away at the time. Scme
say he was off acmewher "meking medielns”, but so far as I can learn thers was
no way of meking medicine for the success of a battle. A man might make nedicdne
for himself alone, but not for the tribe in such a sase. If you can definitely
leaxrn whare Sitting Bull was in that fight, you will be gliwing great ald.
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These are some of ths problems I bave %0 solve in writing the later iife
of thig grest mwan Sitting Bull. PFor, a8 you gee, he was not orly a great
patrioy end stateaman, but also a father, e husbend, a priest, =z warrior, a
hunter, & friend to the poor and unfortunate, & protector of ceptives, and
an orator. He was also & great lover of borses. A4ll these pheses of his
1ifé I must establish in order to bring him to life- a MAN- lmfummdia before
the reader, )

- For I sm determined to present the life of Sitting Bull as I would the
life of Lincoln or VWashington~- a full-length portrait, with evory characteristic
outlined and provede Only in this wey can I bring him to life as he was, and
convince the world of his essential greatness and =bility. No more propsganda,
no mere praising, no mere opinlons, will do. And the facts have t0 be gathered.
Sitting Bull, like all men, had his limitations dds to the society in which he
wag reared, his education, the hardships and experiences of life. And those,
too, sust be presented. For no one will eccept a biography these days which
ignores such ihings. Hobody is perfect, and a picture of a man without feult
wonld be hooted at. BSitting Bull can stand being presentsd truly. I have

_gpemt 8 year and more in resesxrch(2 years and more, to be examct), and I know.
-~ /Be may bhave made some misiakes, but he was always honest, and nine times in
ten he wvas right. His opinions in his own words are the bent critician of
the old Indian Bureau that I have ever seen. Now they are itrying to put some
of his ideas into praciicel Mis. Bomnin, this book iz going to be a lmock-out
blow to the old abuses and to the enemies of the Indian}

I have already read hundreds of volumes, reports, uipublished manuscripis,
and consulted everyone 1 could £ind who might help. Bui, after all, only the
Indiens themsslves{and especially those who were close to Sitting Bull through
thick amd thin--who followed him to Canada, and into pripon and stuck to him
and fought with him at his death) can give me the live facts that will meke
the book &he succeas it ought to be. Hers is where you can ald me.

I wish I had the funds to finance your expedition to Dekote. However, I
bhave not. My little daughter has had pneumonia four times in the last year,



