July 1, 1929.

Mrs. Gertrude Bomnin,

Prosident, Nailonel Coumcil of Awerieam Indians,
¢/ Good Housekeeping Megazine,

New York City.

Dear Madam:
May I iatroduce myself amd make a request?

As asswmall boy I lived on & ranch within three miles of
& villege of Cheyonue apd Arapaho Indians in western Oklahome. The
ranch delonged to my uncle, who had adopted en Imdian boy. Afterward,
my father was Head of a State School at VWeatherford, within fifteem
miles of Colony, Oklahoma, where 1 had meny friends., later atill,
when my work at Oxford as Raodes Scholar was over, 1 became a teacher
at this Univeraity, and for years was an honorary member of the Indien
Club on the campus. And I have published a number of volumes of prose
and verse on Western history, amd especially about the Plains Indiems,
whom I love. My best books are HAPPY HUNTING GROUNDS, and & biography
of KIT CARSON. Much of ths material for these volumwes I obtained from
tho Cheyennes axl Arapahoss and other Oklshoma Indians.

Recentily my friemd Dr. E.E.Dale has returned from his tour
of the reservations, and I have becen reading the Report of Meriasm amd
Associatea (718 PROBLEM OF INDIAN ADMINISTRATION) and the articles
in Goodhousekeeping Mazazine. Do Dale, as yocu kmuow, was one of the
suthors of that report., Familiar as I was with meamy of the abuses
of the Imdimn Bureau, that report made xy blood boil, I intend to
" make use of i% to point the moral of the book I am now working on-
the life of Sitting Bull.

I am informed that you are a relative of that great man,
end I wish to &8sk you 1o help me. During the past year I have been
- searchinz all the records ami books I can find and studying the hiatory
of 'ths Dakota Indisns, but ihere are meny gaps. Much of the material
4s wholly unrelidblee us you can well imegine. Before I get thxrough I
‘hope %0 visit the Dakotas again, both those in the States and in
Cenada, and cleer up many of these pointa.

. Will you be kind enough to help me with any information you may
have regarding Sitting Bull, his character, his woards and deeds, any

of the intimate details of his 1ife? iMost of the boolts express copinions,

but tell no stories of the man. VWhat I need are facta about him, about

his family, his dolngs and his beliefs. In my opinion, no public man in

American history has been more misrepresented than Sitting Bull. My

blography of him will, I trusit, be not ouly an addition to history, bul

. an act of justive.



