
par t ies  and wagon t r a i n s  i n  the  v i c in i ty  of the  Belle Fourche cwnd the  

boundary l i n e  of Yijromi ng. 

On the 11th of Ji_,il~ary, 1877, in for ra t  ion was received from Inspector 

Valsh, cormanding tlie detachment of mounted police a t  Cypress I i i l l s ,  

Canada, that one hundred and nine lodges of  the  American Sioux had crossed 

the Canadian boundary near Wood i;ountain, and were canped on the Br i t i sh  

side,  and t h a t  they declared themselves t o  be dis i rous  of peace and t o  

have no intent ion of returning t o  the United S ta tes  t o  carry on war. Later 

the nurnber was reported to  have been increasing t o  over tao hundred lodges, 

and they had been joined by S i t t i ng  Bull. On the 20th of June 1877, the 

hono rtzble Privy Council of Canada, with the approvnl of the  governor-general, 

o f f i c i a l l y  no t i f ied  the United States  Governrrlent of' the  presence of these 

Ind ims  within the Br i t i sh  Possessions, stat ing t h s t  ovrin~ t o  t h e i r  

des t i t u t e  corlditiorl per! i i t s  for  the purchrise of limited quant i t i es  of 

a!ununition hrtd been granted them,/;j.l6/ but tllttt t h e i r  presence was a source 

Of grave api~rehension and :tni:lety on the part  of both the Iridirtn and ~~1:li;e 

populstion of thrtt ljart, of Canada, m d  request ins  the  United States  Govern- 

ment, without delay t o  "Take such steps as v t i l l  induce these I i~d i  ans, aril! 

any others  who mrq s i ~ n i l a r l ; ~  cross the  boundary-line, t o  return t o  t h e i r  

reserves i n  the  United States  te r r i to ry ."  

In ttccordallce with t h i s  reqxest ,z corlu:~ission, consist ing of General 

A. E.1. 'Perr,v and A. J. Lawrence, esq., wees appointed by the President i n  

September l a s t  t o  proceed t o  Forb 'i;aluh arld rle$otiate with S i t t i n g  3 u l l  

fo r  h i s  peaceful return to  the  Zrliied 3 tz tes  and settlei.lerit a t  soI,le agency. 

A t  the corullcil held on the 17th of October, S i t t i w  Bu l l  rtnd h i s  chiefs  
-,-dm-=--*. <.,%"x...- 

declined a l l  proposals made by tile cofi111ission, and a~mounced t h e i r  des i re  

and intent ion always t o  rernain within t he  Br i t i sh  Possessions. After the  


