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THE i ~ ~ .  OF '1311; IIGDl3.N TAILS BY i'RITES, AE1) OF LImTmiiLT CASEY 

Two nurders occurred, as an outgrowth of the Sioux troubles of l a s t  winter, 

which a t t r ac t ed  public a t t en t ion ,  and i n  regard to  qhich the  Indian Bights Association 

took action,  Both viere t m x c a l  incidents. They deserve mention because of inherent  

i n t e r e s t ,  and the circu&stances at tending them t o  ke reported as p a r t  of the work 

of t h e  Association. 

The murder of 2ew Ta i l s ,  which was pecul iar ly  b ru t a l  and atrocious ,  was committed 

with del iberat ion by white men, more than one of whom had served, ac we a r e  credibly 

informed, a term i n  the  pen i ten t ia ry  f o r  crime. Few Ta i l s  was a peaceable and 

inoffensive man, and a s  such was well known i n  the comunity. Ee was returning Cvom 

a hunting expedition under a pass from General Miles, i n  company x i t h  h i s  wife, h i s  

cLildren, and otkar  Indians, a t  t he  t h e  the  murder w a s  comnitted, The pa r ty  had 

camped f o r  t he  night near a l i t t l e  creek about 140 miles from Rapid City. A par ty  of  

white men viPited t h e i r  camp and laughed and talked with them during the  evening. On 

the following morning a s  the Indians were breaking camp, they %ere f i r e d  upon by 

t h e i r  v i s i t o r s  of the night  before, just  a s  they were fording the stream. The assass ins  

l a y  concealed i n  the  bushes which l ined i ts banks. Pew T a i l s  fell dead a t  the  first 

f i r e ,  but h i s  wife, althouch mounded, succeeded i n  masing ker escii-pe on horseback with 

a nursing chi ld  i n  her rms. The Indians were pursued by the  white men and repeatedly 

f i r e d  st by them s h i l e  endeavoring t o  e f f ec t  t h e i r  excage. iie cannot do b e t a r  than 

t o  quote the graphic aords of the Pioneer Press ,  of Deadwood, South Dakota, i n  narra t ing 

t h i s  story: - 
"Few Tai ls ,  a kindly-hearted and peaceable old aan, while t ravel ing peaceably 

along a publ ic  highway, whose only offense was t ha t  h i s  skin  w a s  co2per-hued ins tead 

of white, was shot t o  deazh, r iddled,  i n  f ac t ,  bgr bulletsby a band of concealed 

assass ins ,  scarcely l e s s  b loodthirs ty  and merciless than the I t a l i a n  band8tti;  h i s  poor 


