
t he  country  a  while wi th  h i s  eye,  and t h e n  s t r i k e  out on a  cou r se ,  and 

never f a i l  t o  reaoh the p l a c e ,  a l though he had s e v e r a l  hund red m i l e s  

t o  t r a v e r s e  over a  country which he never t r a v e l e d ,  and t o  p l a c e s  

he,had never seen. T o  t h i s  seemingly i n t u i t i v e  knowledge of count ry ,  

he adds  the s i n g u l a r l g  r e t e n t i v e  mmory of  p e o u l i a r i t i e s  of every 

i n c i d e n t  i n  h i s  own h i s t o r y  o r  t h a t  of h i s  companions. I n  h i e  own 

rude wgy, he can l a y  down near ly  every s t ream t h a t  empties i n t o  the 

Missouri  or Yellow Stone, t h a t  f l o w s  doun the western  s lope of t he  

Rocky Mountains, and aesc r ibe  how these  s t reams i n t e r l o c k  wi th  each 

o ths r .  He showed u s ,  and h i s  informat ion i n  t h i s  r e spec t  was con- 

f irmed by o t h e r s ,  how i t  w'.s p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  go by wate r  from the Miss- 

o u r i  r i v e r  i n t o  t he  Columbia r i v e r ,  o r  from the k t l a n t i c  t o  t h e  

P a c i f i c  Ocean, wi thout  por tage a t  any p l ace  except where the r i v e r s  

are  iriipassable because of rpa ids .  There i s  a  l a k e  i n  t h e  Rocky 

M o u n t a i n s  from which the w a t e r s  f l o a  on t h e  one s ide  i n t o  t h e  

Miseouri ,  and o n  t h e  o t h e r  i n t o  the  Columbia r i v e r .  Every th ing  

Bridger has  seen ,  he r e c o l l e c t s  wi th  e n t i r e  p r e c i s i o n ,  and i n  h i s  wi ld  

l i f e  (he i s  now advanced i n  y e a r s )  he has  t raversed  t h e  whole country 

i n  many d i r e c t i o n s .  

Beside the  a s s i s t a n c e  of these  men, t h e m  was t h e  aid of the  

I n t e r p r e t e r s ,  and a  number of t r a d e r s  and t r a p p e r s ,  some of whom 

have been t h i r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  country. Each na t ion  had a  number of 

t h e i r  most i n t e l l i g e n t  men, and they a l l  seemed t o  f u l l y  understand 

t h e  ob jec t  of the\map, a s  a l s o  the geography of the country. A f t e r  

much c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  the l n d i a n s  among themselves,  the 

metes and bounds o f  the s e v e r a l  na t ions  were agreed  upon. The l i n i i t s  

f i x e d  w i l l  be given when we s t a t e  the p rov i s ions  of the t r e a t y .  

September 12 ,  1851. 

This  morning, when t h e  Council met ,  much d i f f i c u l t y  was 


