
t o  t a l k  over what he had s a i d  t o  them, and when they  met again t o  be 

prepared t o  p resen t  him w i t h  a  c h i e f  of t h e  n a t i o n ,  i f  t h e y  agreed t o  

h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n ;  i f  n o t ,  to  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  ob j ec t ions .  The Council 

t h e n  adjourned t o  t he  next day. 

November 9 ,  1851,  The Mo.Rep.of S t .  Couis. 
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Treaty  Ground, near  F o r t  Laramis,  
September l l t h ,  1851. ... 

%&%%* **** 
Most of t h i s  a r t i c l e  was devoted t o  the  counc i l  w i t h  t h e  Crows--- 

*******sept. 1 2 t h  given up t o  an a t tempt  to  des igna t e  on the map the  

t e r r i t o r y  of each a a t  ion.***** 

I n  a u d i t i o n  the  Commissioners had t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of U r .  famee 

Br idger ,  the owner and founder o f  B r i d g e r t s  F o r t ,  i n  the mountains. 

This  man i s  a  p e r f e c t  o r ig ina l .  He i s  a  Kentuckian by b i r t h ,  but h a s  

been i n  the Ind ian  country s ince  he was s i x t a e n  y e a r s  of age. He was 

w i t h  Gen. 4shley i n  h i s  e a r l y  t rappbng e ;ped i t i ons ,  and a f t e rwards  w i th  

v a r i o u s  companies, and f i n a l l y ,  roamed ovar the country on h i s  own 

hook, i n  t h e  capac i ty  of t r a n p e r ,  hun te r ,  t r a d e r ,  or fnd ian  f i g h t e r  

a s  t h e  emergency demanded. He has  t r a v e r s e d  the mountains East  and 

T e s t ,  and from the T J o r t k r n  boundary of the u n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  Gila 

r i v e r .  He is not an educated man, bu t  seems t o  have an i n t u i t i v e  

knowledge of the topography of  the count ry ,  the courses  of s t reams,  the  

d i r e c t i o n  of mountains ,  and i s  never l o s t ,  wherever he may be. I t  

i s  s t a t e d  by t h o s e  who hsve h,d him i n  t h e i r  employ, t h t i n  the  midst 
I 

of  t he  mountains, when the ~ r t y  o f  t r a p p e r s  wished t o  move frorn OLE 

s t ream t o  ano ther ,  o r  c r o s s  a mountain to -ny stream o r  p l a c e ,  o r  when 

l o s t  o r  unce r t a in  o f  the proper  d i r e c t i o t a , ,  they  w o u l d  always apnea l  

t o  Bridger.  He would throw h i s  gun c a ~ & e s s l y  over h i s  shoulder ,  survey 


