=

13
to be elegant, fashionable and exquisite, it must be confessaed that the
Prairie Dandy, after his manner, displays quite as much sense and taste
as his city prototype, withihis advantage. The Indian does not concesl
his features with a superabundance of hair. In their bearings, and
efforts to show prids of dress and tinssl, they ar= on a par.

The squaws Were out in all the richness and embellishmetts of
their "toggery". Their displays, according to their stations and the
woealth of their husbands or fathers, marked their ability to dress, and
their distingue in genteel Indian society. The "belles" (there are Indian
as well as eivilizeﬁbelles) were out in a1l they could raise of fivery
and cosumte, and the way they flaunted, tittered, talked and nade efforts
to show off to the best advantage before the Bucks, Justly entitled

them to the civilized appelation we have given them. We concluded

“ythat coquetry was not of foreign origin. Even more than ordinary camif

had been hestowed on the dress of the children. They were evidently

on their best behavior. W%ith tese little ones it was easy to dacids

upon the thrift, the cleanliness and industry of the mothsers. e hava

8 belief that a 8hild in its dress and behaviour is s fair index of the
culture, mind and industry of its mother. Some wers d:scked out in all
the variety of fionery that skiuos of wild animals, beads, procupine quils,
and various colored cloths could suggest. Others were in more simple
costume, a string of beads round the neck, and a string round the loiﬁs.f
It 1s dus to the 4ndian woman %o say, thet whilst the male children,

even to an advanced ages, are often permitted to go naked, or nearly so,

. we saw but one femals child so expomed.

When the crowd hadpssemblad, it wes apnounced that only the principsl

é or head men of the nation wer:s expected within the circle prepared for the

; council. The others took positions on the plains, generally in the

% rear of the part assigned to their chiefs and braves. The Couoneil

ground was a cirele - sbout & third of it facing the east was left oOpen.



