
and every body was e a r l y  a f l o a t .  From dawn u n t i l  B o 'c lock,  when t h e  
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cannon was f i r e d  and the f l a @  ho,Aat.a.d, a s  a s i g n a l  f o r  the Council t o  
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assemble,  p a r t i e s  o f  l nd i ane  were coming i n  f r o m  every d i r e c t i o n .  f 
have taken p a i n s  t o  f o r m  a n  es t imate  o f  t he  number p r e s e n t ,  and by 

the number o f ,  lodges ,  e s t i m a t i n g ,  a s  is oommong w i t h  those f a m i l i a r  
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i w i t h  the  I n d i a n s ,  we had assembled over nine thousand. Allowing f o r  
. ~ . -*. 

1 " s ~ l d i e r s , ~  and bands with , ,out  l odges ,  I be l i eve  t h e  number might be 
1 
j s a f e l y  s e t  down a s  exceeding t e n  thousand. 
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i :':hen the oannon had : i n n  f a r t h  i t s  thunder ,  t he  whole p l a i n s  

/seemed t o  be covered w i t h  tb moving masses o f  c h i e f s ,  w a r r i o r s ,  men, 

women and ch i ld ren ;  some on horse-back, some o n  foo t .  The Ciiiefs and 

Braves were expected t o  go i n t o  Council - f o r  only the p r i n c i p a l  men 
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t a k e  p a r t  i n  important  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s  - g e n e r a l l y  came on f o o t ;  

t h e n  followed t h e  young men, mounted a n d  on f o o t ,  then  the squaws and 

I c h i l d ren .  U n t i l  the s i g n a l  was given f o r  t h e  Council t o  assemble, t he  

masses had remained a t  a  & i s t a n c e  from the temporary a rbo r  prepared 

f o r  the occasion.  B u t  b.hen the whole body commenced moving t o  the  common 

c e n t r e ,  a s i g h t  was presen ted  of most t h r i l l i n g  i n t e r e s t .  Each na t ion  

2.- /approached w i t h  i t s  own p e c u l i a r  song o r  demonstra t ion,  and such a  com- 
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b i n a t i o n  o f  rude ,  w i l d  a n d  f a n t a s t i c  manners nnd d r e s s e s ,  never-vms:! 

wi tnessed.  It i s  no t  probably t h a t  an opnortuni ty  w i l l  aga in  be p re sen ted  

of s ee ing  so many t r i b e s  assembled toge the r  d i s p l a y i n g  a l l  the  p e c u l i a r i -  

t i e s  of f e a t u r e s ,  d r e s s ,  equipment s ,  and h o r s e s ,  and every th ing  e l s e ,  

4 e x h i b i t i n g  t h e i r  w i l d  no t ions  of elegance and propr ie ty .  

They came o u t  t h i s  morning, n o t  a r m d  or pa in t ed  f o r  war ,  bu t  

decked out i n  a l l  t h e i r  b e s t  r e g a l i a ,  pomp, p a i n t  and d i s p l a y  f o r  

peaoe. The Chiefs  and br-ves were dressed  wi th  p u n c t i l i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  imposPng e f f e c t .  The "Bucks" (young men) wero out  on horse  o r  a f o o t ,  

i n  a l l  the fopper ty  andviaplay of p r a i r i e  ffdandieen. I n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  


