
es tab l i shment  . 
But I f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  avoid d i g r e s s i n g  whenevor I a t tempt  
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t o  w r i t e ;  my note-book i s / f u l l  of i t ems  t h a t  A s c a r c e l y  know where t o  

begin o r  where to  stop.  now propose t o  go back and give  a  b r i e f  

n a r r a t i o n  of the  i nc iden t s '  s ince  our depa r tu re  from the  F o r t ,  and thw 

t r a n s a c t i o n s  a t  t he  Treaty  ground. 

Major Ch i l t on ' s  com~~any- .a f .d ragoons  got o f f  e a r l y .  ;t a  l a t e r  
'..... 

- 

hour the t w o  companies of: m o u n t e d  r i f l e s ,  under the command of Capts. 
.i 

' Duncan and R h e t t ,  t o y e t h e r  w i t h  our  own p a r t y ,  s t a r t e d ,  and a f t e r  a 

\ s h o r t  march i n  an  excess ive ly  warm evening r e  encamped about a  mile b e l a .  1 Mr .  Burdeau's t r a d i n g  house, n ine  m i l e s  f r o m  the F o r t .  o u r  whole 

m i l i t a r y  fo rce  i s  now under the command of Brevet fXaj. C h i l t o n ,  a, d  

not Capt. Ketohum. A t  the  F o r t ,  Capt. %etchurn, a s  commander of t h e  

P o s t ,  and s e n i o r  i n  l i n e a l  rank,  commanded, but he re ,  o n  t h i s  detached 
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s e r v i c e ,  Uaj. Ch i l t on  t a k e s  command. The Major k e p t  up the prompt 

movements o f  h i s  outward t r i p ,  and we were a l l  up and i n  the  s add le ,  

on the march, by s i x  o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning o f  the  5th. "'e had a  

s u l t r y  and dus ty  d a y ' s  journey o f  i t .  Beside the  P;baop,of s o l d i e r s ,  

c a r r i a g e s ,  and wagons, t he re  mere s e v e r a l  hundred Indian9 i n  oomrmany. 

They were p a r t i c u l a r l y  u se fu l  i n  k ick ing  up the  d u s t ,  a s  theykept . 
g a l l o p i n g  about u s  a11  day. O u r  march today by measurement, was tnenty-  

s i x  mi l e s ,  but  a s  our encampment i s  a few miiles below the po in t  where 

t he  road a r o s s e s  Horse Creek, w e  have probably t r a b e l e d  about twenty-nine 

mile s. 

During the  t r i p ,  t~ avoid the d u s t  c r ea t ed  by the t r a i n ,  Mr. B. 

and myself s t r u c k  off through the  bottom of the P l a t t e ,  and s o o n  f e l l  

i n  w i t h  a l a r g e  p a r t y  of Chayennes, - moving t h e i r  lodges  dov:n t o  t h e  

camping ground. ' , e  t r a v e l e d  wi th  the t r h i n  some mi l e s ,  a n d  had a  

f avo rab le  opportuni ty  of observing the manner i n  which these  t h i n g s  


