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traveled,  and to places he had never seen. _i 
Beside the assistance of these mn,  there was t h e  a i d  of the 

Interpreters ,  and a nunher of  t raders  and t r a  pers, some of whom h v e  been 
t h i r t y  years i n  the country. 6ech nation had a number of t h e i r  most i n t e l l i gen t  
men, and they all seemed t o  f u l l y  understand t h e  objedct of the mag, as  also 
the geography of the country. After much consultation, p r t i c u l a r l y  of the 
Indians among themselves, the metes a n d  bounds o f  the several nations were 
agreed upon. 

Much d i f f icu l ty  was experienced i n  explaining to the Sioux the 
extent md e f f e c t  of the boundary designated between t h e m  and the Cheyennes 
end Arapahoes. The Pla t t e  was fixed a s  the boundary, but lshe Sioux asserted 
t h e i r  claim to  both sides of the river.  They d id  not content thot the 
south s ide  of the P la t te  belonged t? them, out as  they had always hunted on 
the south side, as Par as  the Republican Fork of the Kansas and the waters of 
the Arkansas, they cla imd the sane f igh t  now, and therefore objected tu t he  
line. 

(Septanber 17, 1851) Some days previms,  the : i l i t a r y  escort  of the 
Commissioners had mved the i r  camp down the P la t te  r iver ,  two miles o r  so below 
whem they first encamped. The Comissioners continued the i r  encamprmnt a s  a t  
f i r s t  established, although it would have been ddsirable t o  them and t o  a l l  
others to  have moed, for  the grass  had been eaten out, and the t r ampid  of so 
many persons over tb sandy s o i l  had mde  the pra i r ie  l i t t l e ,  i f  anything, 
b e t t e r  then an a r id  plbin, mni fram which tb dust went up with every gust of 
wind i n  imense clouds. With such a cro.d,  i t  did not require much t i r m  to make 
it offensive in many respects, out as the Comoissioners, in  l?onformity withthe 
wish of the Indians, had gone to that  point, they deemed it advisable to remain 
there ?emnnently, as  we had n cer ta in  notice of the time when the t r a i n  with 
the goods would arrive. 


